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Orthy Sirz Whileft others are 
| ambitious of an honourable De« 
dication, I am 'thankfull' for 


a friendly one, this in the 

ine time being mine happy aduantage 

er them, that'they expe, bur I inioy a 
atron, And yer I have not ſuch a ſcarcity 

' great names, ro'whom I might pretend 

" Fth as good a confidence as the greateſt 
it of Writers, but that ſome of the bigher 
oke (to whom for their frequent courte- 
I muſt confelſe my ſelfe an vnequall 
bror)mighe haue expected, others almoſt 
allenged my Dedication : to whom 


_ = 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


I know no other anſwer of more reſpe& and 
Atisfaction then this, that I concluded 
the worke to bee below their notice, 
how much more their proteionz and that 
Iwould hane others to take notice moreof 
my Friend{hip,then af my Ambition : Butit 
may be that fome will conceiue an Ambiti- 
on in'this Friendſhip, when [I of ſuch an in- 
fancy in ſtudy fhall boaſt che fauours of þ 
owne a vertue,and intrude ypon his fame; * 
Ifthis be an offence, I muſt profeſſe glon fÞ | 
in it, this accuſation I confelTe and am proud Fſ ? 
of; ſuch is the ambirtion'of him that 1s env-iſ 8 
moured on vertue, of the man who wouldY 
be indeared to heauen; whoſe delires would * 
not be ſo good, were they not ſo high, andy © 
the Angels might ſtill haue ſtood, had theyif ® 
neuer knowne another Pride. But not wh 
in(it on that (which neuerchele(le I can ne 
uertoo much inſiſt on,- the remembrance 
our friendſhip) to whom could I morefit 
dedicatea Pocm, then-to him chat batt 
ſhewed ſuch cxcellency ? or a Diuine Poen 
then to him that hath ſhewed ſuch Religid 
m his compoſures? Of chis truth Perſw/ 
a witnelſe,whom you hauc taught ta ſpeal 
Engliſh wich ſuch 2 grace, chat wee can! 
derſtand when we heare him, and find" 


v1 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, = 
Þ one ſyllable in his DialeR offenſiue either to 
che Elegant, or to the Chaſt Eare, Of this 
wuth Javezall may bee a witneſſe, whom 
though we doe not yet heare in puÞlike bet- 
hat © ccring "15 expreſſions by your exact rendring 
eof © him, yer they chat haue inioy'd the happt- 
elſe of your necrer friendſhip, confidently 


rſt 
iti. © 2nd vpon the hazard of their vnderſtandin 
in. © :firme,that hee is farre ynworthy of ſuch an 


' oF impriſonment, chart he ſhould bee obſcured 
'Y by chat hand which cleared him. Bur it is 


me, 
on © Diuiniry char is the ſubicC of theſe verſes, 
dy 2nd it is Diuinity which is the exerciſe, and 


n+} glory of your ſtudies, which makes you an 
uldJy inhibicant of the Pulpit, nay which makes 
ad tucry place where you will vouchſafe to diſ- 
adj cour!c, ro be a pulpir, for ſuch is the bounty 
kewl of your religious conuerſation,that howſoe-* 
uerthc place may be changed, the Sermons 
4 perperuall. Sermons that at the ſame tifne 

J make ys deuout and witty , which by firſt 
winning the Preacher, haue the calier Con- 
queſt of the Audicory : who are neuer with 
lefſe difficulty intreated to their happinedle, 
fl then when they ſee they doe not goe alone, 
f Sothat now when I conſider what I pre- 
ſent,and ro whom, I beginne co ſuſpeRt the 


ligheneſſe of my worke, and thinke 1 haue 
A4 ſome 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
ſome reaſon to feare the cenſure of ſuch 4 
Friend, to whom if I ſhall bee excus'd, I ex. 
pett ſome glory from others,not becauſethe 
Leuite, but becauſe He was mine; to whom, 
having thus farre tryed his _ [ haue 
nothing more toadde bur chis,that I am his, | 


In all che duties 


of AﬀeRion, 


Roznzxr GounRSsALL 


Ly 
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\ To the Reader. 


ence, afterward thy Ingenmity ; thy 
Patimce , that thou wilt read ſome- 

what before my verſes : thy Ingenmiy, 

Mat thou wilt not cenſure the worſe of them, 
eaſe rhow ſhalt find them cenſurd to thy 
ad, The purpoſe of this Poem ts Relig1- 
wDelight, which if thou ſhalt fi ud in any 
Jace wanting, or dizjoynd, vuderſtand, that it 
uu either not my intent ,or mine Error. And yet 
are afſirme no man ſhall be the wor(e b 2y it, and 
batif there be any want ,it 1s mare of the Delight 
ben of the Religion * If I wtended excuſes / 
ld tell you, and that truely toothat theſe Ver- 
1 were not now firſt made , although they are 
mw firſt publiſhed, and the Compoſure was 4 
meer mans, though the Edition be « Dunines, 
bes I could {a9, if I thous bt Poetry incompati. 
be with Dinmry, if ut were a ſeruss rruth, tha: 


M Eader, 1 muſt firft imereat thy Pati- 


' BCod contd bee onely magrified in Proſe : Bn 


hen 7 conſider that Nazianzen conld be bah a 
ot, andaSaint, and that it was bereſie that 


uſt Tertullian ont of the Church ,* and not 1s 
Verſes, I dare ackzowledge theſe for nune one 


and 


To the Reader. 


and feare not to ſuſfer in thatcauſe , wherei 
theſe Worthies were ſo mapnify'd: Flpeciah, 
ſince theſe Eſſayes (which [ feare their weake. 
neſſe will teo ſtrongly teſtific ) were not my ſtud) 
but my Recreation when in the Vacations hanin 
for atimeintermitted my more ſerious afar: 
Thoſe Poetry before I dleneſſe; yet] haxe 1 
enoſe Poetry with the hazard of my Conſcienc, 
amd ſoin flead of a Dinine haue writ a ſuperſ#, 
tious worke ; howſoeuer Ialice or Ionorant 
may wreſt a paſſage unto Popery; I meane thi, 
where Abraham prayes for the vittory of tt 
Iſraelites : But beſides that the Interceſſuns 
enerall for the Church, which no suaicions DV 
wine but will atow for Orthodox, it is madet) 
him, whoys a Poprh Diume will acny at that 
time to beable tointercede : there was no ſoll 
cuting of him they [aw not,and God they did wt 
ſee (as they would tell you) till aſter the A 
cenſion : I bane the more fully expreſt my ſelf 
#7 this becauſe I wonl{ not be eftcems' d 45 one 
them (wbereof there 15 now too (rear an harne| 
who play the wantons with Religion that 
hate betweene two partes , and in ſpite of the 
Prophet,at the ſame time ſerue God and Fs 
who like not Orthodoxe truth, vnleſſe delsut'® 
$1 hereticalltermes,aud [7 by A notable new i 
of [ #ggling, call that Pactficat HON , whit! 
x . C# 


| To the Reader. 


Conſpiracy, of whoſe proficiency in Religion I cas 
ſpeake little ; but thus 1 may moſt confidently af- 
firme , that ( perhaps not after the Apoſtles 
mind, yet certainely in bis word; ) they goe on 
from Faith, to Faith. Of this crime , and of the 
ſuſpition of 1t,l truſt I am ſufficiently acquitted: 
for other error s which Malice and Cmriofity will 
aboundaxtly multiply, I onely referre my [elſe to 
the traely Tudicions, who know that a good Poem 
#45 a good Life, not wherein there are none but 


wherein there arg the feweſt faults. 


RozzrTt GoMERSALL, 


Ad ſuch a Labour in this iugling age 
Sought after Grearneſle for its patronage, 
Not after Goodneſle, I had then beene free 
Toloue thy worke,thoughnorto fancy thee , 
Burthou haſt wonne me : ſince I ſee thy booke 
Aymes at aiudging eye, no ſmiling looke. 
Greatneſle doth well ro ſhelter errours, thou 
Not hauing any, feareſt no frowning brow, 
But wiſely crau'ſt a view of his, that can 
Not onely prailc,but cenſure of a man. 
Thou necdſt not doubt ſeuerer cies, if he 
Adde bur applauſe vnto thy Poetry, / 
His workes ſu ch monuments of fame doe raiſe, 
Thatnone will Cenſure,ifhe once bur Praiſe, 


Commend I would, but whar? here's nothing knowne 
Can be call'd thine,when each hath claim'd tus owne. 


loue-bred- Minerua challengeth the wit, 

Mercury flyes, and {wearcs ke languag'dir, 
Thy Arts the Mulesclaime; the Hiſtory 
Sauours of nothing but Diuinuy, 


Tranſcrib'd ſrom Gods records ; Then nothing?s thine 
(Bur griefe for the Leuites ſinne) ſince th'vſc is mine, 


But now deare Friend, though this ſufficient be 
To raiſe vp Trophees, and ctcrnize thee : 
Giue leane to him thar loues thee,todefue 


To my learned and high- 
ly efteemed Friend, Mr 


\ 


To ſeruc thee fricndlike,;chough in MEeanc attire. ah 


WW 


The glittering ſtarre that darts a glorious light 
Were loſt if not commended by the night: 
So ſtand; it with thy verſe ; I writing ſer 

Their beauty off,as Chryſtallis by lerr. 

Nor doth it trouble me; fince that wy end 

[s not to be a Poet, but a friend. 

And yer verhaps theſe looſer lines ofmine 

May prouec ccernal}; cayſe they viher thine, 


Midd. Temp. C.L. I C 


Epitaphium Concubine. 
One triftus ignes, Gibeah,paſſa eff ruos, 


C wrumgque b ponk, CHIHS Aw plexnm perie 
Von uUnus ardor,ecce 11 amplexn pert, 

New vna fatta vitiyma Cf mulius rognus, 
Diſcent puelle forma fit quantum N thi : 
Virtus vennſta eſt, pulchra mens ſolves aecer. 


E nelijhea thus, 


-— | ho luffer'd Gibrabs Luſt, and her Lords knife, 
Whom nor one Suitor weald haue had to wite; 
by many Suitors periſhinghere lyes, 
Anot-one Coaric,and many ſacrifice. 
WOE 0 wo would tru{t in formes,that houres iwpayre 
Vertue's ttue ſhape, and cnely Goodneble fayre; 


W 


P$SAL. 9. 2. 4 

I will be glad and reioyce in thee, yea wiſe 
Songs will make of chy name, O thoulf 
molt High, © 


E Ather of. Lights, whoſe prasſes to rehearſe 

Would poſe the boldneſſe of the ableſt verſe 
Who art ſo far aboue what we can ſay, 

i That what we leaue is, greateſt « ſhew the wa) 
To my weehe Muſe,that being full of thee 
She tuage Denonon the beſt Poeſie, 

Teack hen to ſpurne thoſe ordinary wayes 
IWherein the greater ſort ſecke ſhame full prayſe 
By witty ſinne,which ill affeftions ſtores, 
Whoſe pennes at leaſtwiſe are Adulterers. 

O reach me Modeſty : let it not be 

My care to heepe my yerſe from harſimes fret 
And not from lightneſſe; let me cen/ure thus, 
That what is Bad, that too ts Barbarow. 
Then ſhall my ſoule warw?d with thy ſacred fre 
Admnance her thoughts,and without Pride aſ] me 
T ben ſhall I ſhew the gory of my King, 

Then ſhall T hate the ſault ewhich now 1 Sing: 
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Canto TI. 
ef The Argument. 
y The Lenites lout, ber flight, and thens 
Hs fetcbin e of her bome agen: 
fre Gibeahs harſh vlage,with the free, 
ares Vnlo okt for old mans courteſ.r, 


T heir baſe atiempt,heor wretched fate 
This feng 16 Time 6th corſtcrate. 


Hilſt 1/aels gouernemene was yet bnt rude, 
And Mulritudes did fway the Mulrirude, 


hilt all che Nation were ſomany Kmgs, 


JF" ©l'c but one great Anarchy, Fame ſings 
at there a Leuice was (Leuites 


"ho had a Conn and nerds. 


2 The Lenites Renenge. 
Durſt Luſt, and lealoukie ſo high alpire 
To ono that onely knew the Altars fire? 
Maſt he feele orher Flames? to wanton eyes 
Muſt cu'nthe Pricſt be made a ſacrikce? 
Orharh he offerd incenſe {o long time 
Far Iud:h's fau'r, that he hath gain'd their crime? 
Appeas'd for finnes to learne them ? in times paſt 
| Whilſt yer the ancient innocence did laſt, 
| Lewy could kill a Rauiſher, but now 
Lexies baſe off-ſpring does not dilauow 
To be a Raviſher. Perhaps to thow 
His Grand(ires raſhnefle, whe would headlong goe 
Topuniſh that crime,which ere long might be 
His owne, atleaſt in his Ro 
For ſo 'twas now : the Leuite loues,and more, 
Snſpets ar laſt, whom he did farft adarc: 
For Fame ſpeakes hardly of her: bur poore man 
What other hope couldſt thou imagine? can 
One that hath broke with honeſty, be rrue 
To him that made her breake? or elle arc you 
The onely Tempter ? docs there no blood boyle 
Beſides the Leunes? can they onely royle 
In firmes,thar preach againſt them? if chcy can, 
Yer iuch as ſhe are made for euery man. 
Whar none can challenge his,is duc to all, 
Luft ſhould not imitate a Nupriall. 
She now |uſpects her Leuires icalouſie, 
And haſts home to her farhers houſe : & why 
Left's riz-u thathouſe ? or why return'ſt thou euer? ' 
Where thou ſhouldſt alwayes ſtay, or rerurne neus. 
| Was then a Father to be viſited | 
t When thou wert made a Mother? what hope bred, 
That madneſſein thee,that vnto a mild 
Father, thou ſhouldſt by welcome for a child? 
Or vnto whom wouldſt chou haue welcome þced ? 
A Pather? 'tis the natute of thy finne 


The Lemites Renenge. 


» make them doubrfull*: they that luc kke thee, 

ham'd of nothing bur of Modeſty, 

ciſh rhemſclues from all,but their deare finne, 

1d looſe at once theic verrue, and their kinne, 

ut when the Leuite ſaw that ſhe was gone, 
ſhe was loſt,whom he fo dored on, 

zon almoſt forſooke him roo,to proue 

ger can blind a man as well as loue : 

nay be Iſrael was holy rhen 

dacrifces for the guilry men 

we ſlowly in,this might increaſe his griefe, 

xd be an accelſory, if net chicte; 

is might confirme him in his angry finne, 

»'d ot his prefrt and his concubine. 

but hee'I nor looſe her: wile thou ſeeke her then 

at does fly rhee ? that to an hoſt of men 

Ih giv'n thy ductas if ſhe mean: to try 

hich were the moſt vnvanquiſhr luxury 

Prieſt or peaple:whom if thou ſhouldſt finde, 

buhaft nor yer reconered her loſt mind, 

at wanders ſtill, and wilt thou ferch her rhence 

orry, or ele ts reach thee Patience ? 

1 ſhe teach any yertue?can there be 

Nobtlearnt from her beſides immodeſty ? 

— journey can 7r rene 

at promiſe ro thy ſelfe,if thou ſpecd'ft now, 

rn ae rom—aer fo Jy 

d cnely proue more conhden 

You now may thinke him necre his iourneyes ends | 

here long before his thoughts h1d mer his friead, | 

orning his bodies fluggiſh company , | 

tn Corn Gnetfak fl 

| car'd, for whowti _ 
thank'd the heav'n thar didot make bim blind, |, 
which he ſhould haue rhank'them:he had becn , 


K not L 8 , finne 64,9 
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4 The Lemites Rewenge, 


Had crept in with the lizhe,nor cuer made | 
In that good Darkenellc,an vnhallowed (hade, 
But who had fecne him whea he firſt deſcry'd 

Who '*rwas that met them, how he ſlipr beſide 
The wearycd beaſt, and with full ipeed did run 
As if hz tacant to tempt temptation; | 
He would haue iadz'd that womea ſtrongeſt were, 
And men ovic&the weakeneſle which they are, 
Thus when he ſhould wiſely haue vnderſtood, 
And thank'd the kinder heau'ns, who made him god 
Againſt his will almoſt, hauing remou'd 

Thar which did hinder him from being belou'd 
OfGod,and goodnefſe,nor vnlike the Fiſh 
Which ſeemes ro be deſirous of rhe diſh, 

(As if for his deltuery be did waite, 

And thereſore were ambitious of rhe baite: ) 
Into a knowne ſnare, he docs glidly run, 

And fooliſhly purſues, what he ſhould (hun. 

Andis not ris, Ide-knaw,jhe readicſt way 

To make God thinke,we mocke him when we pray? 

Waen we pretenddefire,that we may bee, 
As from the Faule,ſo the Tewprarion free : 
Whilſt (as we had notknowne what we had ſaid 
Or hop'dthar God obſeru'd not how we praid) 
Leſt that we ſhould recciue our hutt from farre, 
Weborththe Tempred, and the Temprcrs arc, 
And thus the holyeſt name we take in vain, 
Praying as neuer mcaning to obtaine. 

And now her tather comes, who after words 
As kind ad _ as that place affords, 
Intrears her pardon : bur alas, good Age, 
Who ſhall intrear thy pardon,or afſwage 
The Leuitcs paſſion now? who does aucire, 
That he-alone does finne,who taxes her: 

With this he ſmiles on her,and yerdoes feare 
Leſt ſhe ſhould thinke that this a Pardon were) 


The Leuites Rexenge, 


Or reconcilement:without much adoe, 

You might per! wade him now he came to wooe, 

And not to ferch her backe ; but by the haſt 

0f carrying her from thence, fearing the waft 
the leaſt minute, ſhe mighr well deſcry, 

\hat ere his words, his deeds ſpoke [ealouſice 

ardly he condifcends to one nights ſtay 

hough r'were with her,but bow he ſpent the day, 
How his defires were ſpeedier then the Sunne, 
(\Vhom then he thought to creep, and not torunne) 

were tedious to relate, though the old man 
VVich all the Art,and all the Cheare he can, 
Deraines him three dairs longer,which appeare 

long as fancy can extend a yeare. 
Minutes are Ages with him,and he deemes 

e hath out-lingred grave Metb»ſalems 
ne bundred yeare by ſuch a ſtay, and feares 
Thar ſhe may once more ſhunne him for his yeares. 
ureſuch accounts the wiſe Fgyptians made 
Vho added wings to Time, as if be had 
Mou'd on too lowly, or as if they meant 
lotake his fore-rop from him, with intent 
[omake him bald before roo, whoſe records 

d ety neere as many yeares as words, 
ating full forty thouſand ere the fall, 
nd pua'ny Adam of no age at all. 

The fifth day alan... ere the riſing vunne 
ud ſhew'd the vitory which hc had wonne 
idoudy night, befote the flgepy Cocke 
ad pron'd himſelfe to be the Country Clocke 
mewing the mornings houre, when now wee mnyghe 
ue ſpoke no falſhood had we call'd it Night. 
ur Leuite for his iourney does prepare, 
adhisare dreſt,cre Phacbus horſes are: = 
0whom the Father comes,2nd genily chides 


5earely ſonnc- in-law, who, torft,abides 
| B 2 Til 


— > A 


%G 


The Lenites Renenge. 


Till afternoone with him, and then he goes 
Not from the houſe ſo faſt,as ro his woes. 
Sure the old man did prophecy the harme, 
Which would inſi:e,when he did ſeeke to charme 
Our Leuiteroa longer ſtay : but O 
Tis double miſery before hand to know 
We ſhall be miſerable ! then why hath man 
That curſt ability, that well be can 
Prognoſticate miſhapps,whenthey are neere? 
Ani all his knowledge teaches bur to feare. 
Which yer our Leuite hath not learnt, who ride 
Doubting no danger : now rhe worlds eye glides 
To his weſt Inne,when Iebus he eſpics, 
Whom he counts his,becauſe Gods enemies. 
Hearken ye Gallants that will crofſe the (eas, 
And are induſtrious for a new diſcaſc, 
If you willneeds be gadding,and deſpiſe 
For forraine toyes,our home-bred rarities, 
Take this example with you, if you goe 
Trauell not from Religion: why,although 
You nauer touch at Rome, or elſe perchance 
You ſcarce {ce Spaine,and gleanc be part of France, 
You may be weary,thinke your trauc]! great, 
And ſpare atonce your conſcience, and your ſweat, 
You lee our Levite though the night draw neete, 
His loue be weary,and no towne appeare 
Where ſhe may reſt herſelfe although the way 
Were troubleſome enough ev'n inthe day, 
Yer ſhe reſolucs gladly to yndergoc 
More miſeries then Night and dangor know, 
E re hewill venture there to make his ſtay 
From whence the Idols had droue God away. 
O farre ynworthy of thy future Fate 
By thisbeſt Aftion ! miſerable tare 
Oitroo great yertuc ill-imploy'd! ro be 
Puniſh't,when he did ſhunne Iniquitic 


my jw HH THOoO7<C 


T he Lewes Rexenge; 
&s he did eb, How he ſpurs,how rates 
His ra:dy beaſt ! how his owne flackneflc hated! 
Which torc'e hum by his trauclling ſo late 

[not to ſtay,yer to deliberate. 

Within the Center of the Earththere ſtands 
Neere to the fiery ſtreames, and aſhy ſands, 
Adreadfull pallace, of fuch vncouth frame 
Exch part (o ſhap't as if twere built ro thame 
All ArchneRure, thar if one did ſee 
The vaſtncſle of it, and deformury, 

He would not make the leaſt demurre to rell 

That t'was a lodging for the Prince of Hell, 

What cre does beautifie a houſe,here wants, 

The walls are blacke asthe Inhabitants, 

Made our of Tert, into fuch figures fram'd 

That Nature dare net owne thern,nor be blam'd 
With ſo much Monſter: wee in doubt may call 
Wherher the trimming,or material, 

Had the more horrer, No birds here are heard, 
But ſuch whoſe harſher accents would haue ſeard 
The moſt reſolu'd: rhey puniſh in cheir rimes, 
And all their ditry does conſiſt of crimes. 

The fly Przcifian that could gull the eye 

Ofthe moſt ſharpe,by cloſe bypocriſic, 

Whoſe wiſchicfes onely he thar did,could rell, 
Who,we may thinke might eu'n haue cheared Hell 
Vith ſuch diflembling, ſees his vices bare, 
Naked,and foule,as hos they ated were: 

One layes oppreſſion to his charge,another 

His fiſters inceſt, muriher of his brother. 

ſhew his zeale was onely co contend, 

And all his reformation not to mend 

Bur to confound the State, that bis knirt brow 
(Which look: ſo terne as it would diſallow 
The moſt indifferent a, and bke of none 
But ſuch as did prerend pecſetiien) 
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VVas bur an eafic Vizor, ſuch as Rage 
Can giue it lolte,and muſt receine from Age, 
That he d1d onely know extzrnall Grace, 
And all his holine(l: waz in his face. 

Is govdneſſe in a wimckle ? can we fbnd 


Thar what does cloud ihe face,does cleanſe the min 


Tome it is atricke of rareſt arr 
That hollow browes (hou!ld hauc the ſoundeſt heart, 
Cheſe are the lounds, bur then the {mclls are worſe, 

Enough to make utat Harmony no Curſe. 

Ynder the walles there runnes a brimftone flood 
The top of flames, the bottome was of mud: 

Ot ſuch grofle yapour, that to ſmell was Death, 
Pri{-ns are {weer, compar'd vnto that breatin, 

And te maintainethe hre and ſtench at once, 

The fewell is prepar'd of vſurers bones, 

Loole Madams lockes,the feathers of their Fanne, 
VVith the foule inſide ofa Puritan, 

In this lweer place as {weet a Prince doth dwell, 
The cheife of hends, the Emperor of Hc!l 

Grand Lucifer, whom if 1 ſhould rclare 

In the worſt hgure that the eye Coth hare: 

I thould bur faintly his foule [cltc expretie, 

Nor reach tohis vnpartern'd velinetle. 
Deathkerpes the emrance,arall ſturdy groome, 
Who emptying 2ll places hils no rocme, 

Bur like th* fond [dofater of pelfe 

Denyes men,whar he cannot haue himſelſe: 
Here does this ſhade ſend challenges to 3ll, 

Whe wouid h ue entrance firſt ro try afall, 

They try,and they are throwae thet's none {9 great 
Bur y-elds to him,who knew bur one defcar 

And that long after, buchis prime was now, 

His bones ſome marrow had, ſome grace his brow, 
No plagues as yer,no famines had beenc knowne 
The ſword was thrifry,making few to groanc 
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\nder his edge. Death yet had laſty thighes, 


Nor ſpent himſelfe with roo much exercile, 


Here there ſtand numbers, which exceed all fummes' 


(For they refuſe none he:e,who euer comes) 
The murtheter firſt, and without much adoe, 
Sometime he will admit the murtherd too, 
Then re inconrtineat, bur if that he 

Be knowne by Inceſt or Adultery, 

Kisſcat is chiefe: nor Laue they alow place, 
Who with an open and alioring face, 

Delude their truſting friends,ull they haue woon 
Their deeper proieAts, which they built vpon, 
The reſt ot lower crimes,whom we may call, 
Downe-right offenders, ſuch as after all 

Their time of rre{paſſe,haue not gain'd the «kill, 
And onely know the taint, not art of Ill: 

Haue no diſtinguiſht roomes,bur venture in, 

az headlong to their paines,as to their ſinne, 

Bat now ſome other enter; fora charge 
Paſt from the Prince of ſhadowey, toinlarge 
Tk'tmpriſon'd Crimes, that all might now conferre 
(buch 1s his wall) with their Lord Lucifer. 

Whar noyſe there was? what ſtriuing at the doore? 
This wonid be firſt,and that would goe before; 
Pridectaimes pt ecedency,and ciyes who erc 
Ventuces to make a lep belore her there 
[s impudently fooliſh, that the place 
ls hers by due, and onely theirs by grace, 

When (he would yeeld ir: vnlefſ: firſt they would 
Bring more conuincing reaſons then ſhe could: 

For who ſhonld to the Prince of Hell tirſt goe 

To viſit him, but ſhe that made him ſv? 

And who had made him ſo,fhee'd know,bur ſhe, 
When with his God he claim 'd Zaquality ? 

Peace, Wrath exclaimes, and with ſo deepe an 02th 


As all thoſe fiends, with Hell to boor, were loath X Ws 
0 
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To heare another ſuch, he vowes no more 

To beare the bravings of that ſcarlet whore, 
Hee'lficſt a Rebell,firſt a Vertu be, 

And no mere Y Vrath but Magnanimity. 

She ſ.1'd,and bid him be ſo, but whilſt they 
Were hot in this contention,Enuy lay 
Gnawing her breaſts: faine would ſhe haue bln higher 
Had bur hcr ſpirit equall'd her defire, 

Bur fince ſhe cannor be reucng'd of them, 

She vſcrh an vnheard of ſtraragem, 

Teares her owne haires, and her gi imme face beflimes 
Thus puniſhing berſelfe for ethers crunes, 

By this time Idlenefſe comes in the reare, 

As provd, uhough not as aftiue,as they were; 

He ſcarce would rake the paines to ſpeake,bur loth 
Tolooſc his dignity by roo much Sloth 

He giues them theie few words, VVby ſtriue you ſo 
Abour the place which all ro mee doc owe ? 

Doe not ye know, I am the raigning Crime, 

Moſt generall,and moſt lofry of the timc? 

I make the Lawyer filent,though he ſce 

His clyent full, I am beyond a Fee ; 

. When Lawes doe nor, I make the Preacher dugibe 
Eu'n when the Tyger,or the Wolfe doe come: 
Bur aboue all, in the Court doe grow, 

Begpars are proud,but Emperors are ſlow. 
Drunkenneſle could not anſwere,bur docs thinks 
Twas fit that Idicnefſe ſhould yeeld to drinke : 
Andrecling ro encounter him,does fall 

Juſt in rac entrance,and excludes them all. 

Now is the skirmiſh hotter then before, 

Now Pride begins to ſcratch,andzVVrath to roare; 
Drunkennefle lyes vnmou'd,and Slaths intent 

Js ro fir ſtill, and roexpeR ch'cuent, 

Bur in this ciuill broyle, at laſt comes Craft 

Of whom no Painter ere could take a draft, 
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He had ſuch change of ſhapes, who when he ſaw 
Theſe turabling warriours,and thatno awe, 

No feare of Lucifer could reach them peace, 
Hee'Itry his skill ro make theſe broyles to ceaſe. 
Fie Pride, ſayes he, What? giue your ſelferhe fall ? 
And Wrath,are you no more diſcreet withall 
Then quarrell with a woman? Come agree, 

If not for feare of Hell, for lJoue of me. 

But out alas, you doe too well agree, 


it 


When V Vrath is Proud, and Pride will Wrathfull be. 


Goc hand in hand(thus friendly Craft decides) 
Onely the vpper hand let chat te Prides. 
They enter the great hall, where they doc ſee 
The Helliſh Monarch in his Maieſty, 
YVhere hauing made obcyſance, he beginnes, 
Thus to breake (ilence, and ypbraid the Sinnes, 
The reaſon why | call'd you (notto dell 
On an vaneceflary przamble) 
Is toinforme you,that we find of late 
You haue not bcene officious to the State: 
Tis true, you bring me daily what's minc owne, 
And plentifully reape what I baue [owne, 
In the grofſe Heathen you doe hourely cauſe 
Vices,ahich neuer were forbid by Lawes, 
Becauſe ne're thoughtof : bur what's this ro me, 
VVhether thar Laff or lafdelity 
Fill Hell wich cheſe,nay and oppreſic it roo, 
VVhich muſt come thither,wharſoere they doe? 
Youdoe like thoſe,whoin the orthcr life 


Buy their owne lands, and wooe againe their wiſe. 


A goodly att, and wherein's danger ſtore, 
You giue me thar, which was mine owne be'ore, 
VVhilft 1xdab all this while hath me withſtood, 
And dares,when I forbid them,to be good. 
They honor Parents with a zealous firife, = 
And with their goodnefle doe prolong their life. 
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Inthem no malice nor no rancor lyes, 
Nor ſhed they bloud,but for a ſacrifice: 
Adultery *s ſcarce heardofin a life, 
And rhey are men only ynto their owne wife, 
Inſuch a lou'd community they liuc, 
None necd t © ſteale,all are fo apt to giue, 
While you ſuppoſe that highly you deſcrue, 
If you can ſay that you haue made them {wirue 
From goodnelle that n*'re had it: well y'auc done 
If that Semirarmis once doate vpon 
Her wondring iſſue, and begin to {well 
With fuch a birth, thar would poſe ys to ell 
How ſhe (houl4 call it, and what ſhe did beare 
Tf ix her daughter, or her grandchild were. 
You hauec diicharg'd your office, if you make 
Some bloudy Nations their owne iſſue take 
And ofter ynto me; or if you draw 
Someto the praQtice of that wicked Law 
Thar after fifry they their parents kill, 
And nor that onely,but ſuppole thar ill 
To be their duty. O fond thought! and thence 
Doe eſtimate rheir childs obedicnce ? 
Hence truant Crimes, auant,no more appeare 
In wy dread preſence,no more let me hearg 
Thoſe perty 2Rtions,if you doe nor ſtraight 
Reucnge my wrongs,and caſe me of this waight, 
VVhich thus oppreſſeth me, if 1ſrael ili 
Shall dare to crofſe whar I ſhall call my will; 
By Hell Ile doe—bur what ? 1 y no more, 
It you are wiſe,preuent,if not,deplore. 
This faid he tar'd fo fiercely that they fear'd 
He would performe much more then they had heard, 
Nor know they wel hove they their rongues ſhould vic, 
VVherher rwere beſt re prowiſe or excule. 
Atlaft Luſt riſes, and becalmes him thus, 
VVhy doe you |»ofe your wrath ;Freat Prince, on 
$ 
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Vs your ſworne vallals? who ner thinke nor doc 
Bur what ycur will 1s their command ynto. 

What chough w'auc {pent our paines not the rightway? 
Yet they were paines NUT can an enemy ſay 

Kut we wet e2Riuc Furics, and haue done 

VVhar lefler feinds durſt nor baue thought ypen, 
And yer,(it thut I may haue leaue to tel! 

From your dread grace) preciler 7/7ael 

Hath not eſcap'd vs whally,nor hath bin 

More noted for cheir Law,then for their Sinne, 
VVas that a Verwe too, when being led 

By Gods owne hand,and fll'd with Angels bread, 
They 6id,(I toy ro caus't,bur bluſh ro tell) 

They did repine cu'n at that miracle, 

Faſting and full they murmurc,ncr are lefle 
Argry with Manna then with Empnneſle, 

I could fpeake more,and trucly:but in fumme, 
Toproue wy paſt ats by my at to come; 

If by your gracious leaue,l haue the fare 

To h:ne ajoynt commiſſion with Debare, 

lle m1ke a fire within their blocd to burne, 

Shall their proud Cuties Into aſhes turne: 

And they ſhall know how fvoliſhly they erre, 
VVho are not willing ſlaucs to Lucifer. 

Lucifer nods,and Luſt does fwiftly runne 
VVith his vnlimited Commiſſion; 

VVhich with what Art, what miſchiefe he did vie, 
Is now the griefe and bus'neſſe of my Muſe, 

Put now ſhe muſt to our ſad Leuire haſt 
VVhom we left trau'Iling, when the day was paſt, 
The ſunne ſers oucr Gibezh; when that he 
Drawes neerer thitherward, but then co ſee 
The bluſh of He au'n, with what a red it ſhin'd, 
(As ifthe Sunne his office had reſign'd 
Vnto thoſe clouds) to all that vnderſtood, 


Itwould haue ſhew'drhat iedid Sure blood. —m 
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And now our Leuite is arriu'd,but finds 


The walls more courieous then the peoples minds; 


For theſe had gates which ler him in,bur they 
Were mercilefſe,and rougher then the way: 
Men that had onely ſtudied to oppreſle, 


Whoſe minds were ſhut againſt the harbourleſſe : 


And yer he (ces Jarge houſes, ſome ſo high 
As if they learn't acquaintance withthe sky, 
What cuer vleas'd the 

Theit buildings to the hills exa!r the vale: 

And luchchicke palaces the mountaines fill, 

As if the quarry grew withour the hill. 

Some are of rhat circumterence,you'd guefle, 
They had beene builr for him, who had noleſſe 
Then the whole world his Family.But when 
Our Leuite was inquiſitiue,whar men 


. Fill d vprhar Princely dwelling?and if there 


Might be found hope of reſt for them that were 
Burt rwo morethen the Family ?rhey tell 
That two are the whale Family, 'rwas well, 
And ſtately too (as ſtate is at this day) 
So might they live at home, and yer away. 

O rhe great folly of Magnificence! 
Houſes are little Ciries, andfrom thence 
Cirics are lefler worlds, that man ray liaue 


Roome enough here that cannor fill a graue, 


He muſt haye Halls,and Parlors,and beſide 
Chanbersinuented,burnotnam'd t y pride: 
And allthis for one man,asif he ſougnt 

To haue a ſeuerall lodging for each thought, 
Bur none for any ſtranger ; this rrurh ſcemes 
Too certaine to our Leuite, who eſteemes 
Thar prig'ners arein better ſtate then he; 
Nay,cu'nthe pris'ners of mottaliry, 

ouch as are faft immur'd within the graue 
Who though they wane a life, a ledging kaue: 


ir farhers now growes ſtale, 


ry 


_— aa fd tf ew << OY) CO = 4d £53 F* 


The Lemites Remenge. 

Inhumane wretches! hauc you then forgot 
That you were ſomerume ſtrangers?Were you not 
la Zgyp: once? where the Propheticke land 
Didiultly ſcourge your balcnefic bctore hand, 
knowing you would be barbarous, and 10 
ade you wo tecle the harfhnefſe which you ſhow ? 
0c velly torgeriull | rhatindure 
ToaR, o: clic out-gocrhe Epicure, 
Wkilk he feeds on the Ayrezrhiatthinke it meer 
Tolyein Downe,whule be lycs in the ftreer ! 

An old mau theught not thus, but to bis houſe 
latrzars re ſtrangers : 'as malicious 
To lay the rupuraton vpon Age 
That it 25 courrous (as 17 the lage 
Faires of che Ancient were therefore white 
Tofhenie their filuer Apperite. ) 
Peace you blaiphemers, tec an aged man 
Courrous onely of a Gueſt, who can 
hepay him notrng,but TH Prayer,and be 
Ind:bred once more for his Picty; 
Butif my Mule haue any power o're time 
And finne hauc more morrality then rime, 
Old man thou fhak be cmcr old, and have 
No entertainment in the ſilent graue 
For this tHy entertainment : here a while 
Let me admure how that « rowne fo vile, 
Which we would thinke with tangers had decreed 
To ſhur out Vertuc reo,ſhou Id rarely breed 
Such a ftranpe Vertuc? quietly we heare 
Ofcourrefiesin Rome; of kindnefle there 
Where Greece is nam'd, who counted it a finnc 
Net to haue made cach noble bouſe an Inge 
For worthy ſtrangers : bur when one ſhall fall 
In commendation of the Cannibal 
Shall lay that they, who on their gueſts dee gnaw 
And enterraine their firapgers in their mawy 
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Are hoſpitably mindcd,that cu'n there 

May be a mouth which js no Sepulcher, 

VVe ſtand apalt, as it we did conſpire 

Nat to belecue the good we did defire. 
VVhence ſpiung this Singularity ? whence eame 
This worth which ſo deſerues and conquers Fame? 
Our Vertues are notborne with vs, and they 
Which will inneble man ul times laſt day 

Live afte; them they make to line, what we 

Call goodneſle is the giit of Company. 

Our findy not our Nature,and could theſe 
Teach any other thing beſides dileaſe 
In manners? it 1s fit then we confeſſe 

Mercy is leain't amorgſt the mercileſſe, 

And rather then a Lewye ſhall wanr reſt 

Auarice iclfe ſhall entertainc a Gueſt, 

Bur now the Lenite hath forgot that he 

Had fe !t the hard treers hoſpualny; 

He finds ſuch kindnefſe,that he docs ſuppoſe 
Courtche wore no other haires then thoſe 
« To gneue the hvneſt world, who now might feare, 
That ſhe was haſtinz to her ſepulcher, 

Into an anticke rnome he leads him firſt. 

Where one would guefſe thut Abrahamhad been nut 
Or a more ancient Patria! ch, the walles 

Compos'd of that which fiem a wert ſhooe falles 
In weeping winter, which a man would thinke 
Their age had now dry'd vp into one Chinke. 
Yertſuch a roome one comfort does afford, 

It was not þuilttoruine its (2d Lord. 

For whowill beege a Cottage ?*who would make 
A guilty wrerch,rhat he his rags might rake ? 

To that whence riothing comes is noregard: 

None would be vicious too bur for reward. 

Noylert them feare who dwe!lin arched vaults, 
Who in much roomie doe lecke to bide rhcir faults 
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Where hundred columnes riſe ro mare the $kie, 
and mocke their Lords with falle Diuitiity. 

Enuic is proud, nor ſtrikevatwaar4s low, 

And they ſhall onely feete who fcorne her blow : 
She on no baſe aduantage will imfiſt, 

Nor ftriuc with any bur thar can refiſt, 

Now i the table tpred,and now the mear 

Fe'ing ſer, each rakes him his appointed lear : 
Ko courtſhip here is ſhew'd, no caruing grace, 
The entertamment (homely as the place) 

Spoke onely hearry,and rhar plaine rntcac 
Which preater enterrainers complement. 
$o Abraham icaſted heau'nly pucſts, 15 when 
He made the Angels eate the bread of men : 

Son the like pucſts hoſpitable Lot, 
beſtow '& the d1et which they wanted nor; 
lathu; ours differs, nay in this exceeds, 

That he beſtowes his kinenefle where it needs. 
One wouldhane rhovghrſo,when he heard the noiſe, 
Ofcontus'd multitudes,men mix: with boyes, 
Mages in the cry ,as if they meant 
That now the Babes ſhould not ke innocent : 

les doe not murmure ſo,and angry hounds 
d their full rape ſend forth bur eaſy ſounds, 
xmpar'd to thi:: their mland Sca ſtood ſtil], 
'ondring to heare hymſcltc out-1car'd, and mill 


- Mi time.thar noiſe hath ſuch a filence bred, 
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tar eve: finee ir hath beene fyl'd the Dead. 
Now they beſirge the houſe, nd one would frare 
[nat their kuſrooghucs oily engines Were 
10 barrer it: downe with the Garezcryes cre, 


ther laughes arrhat, znd with a None 
Itreatens ro force a Gate, and iwore-- * 
lo give them enjrance, Al the Houſe was Dore. 
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Exhorts them to a Parly : Why, my fricnds, 
Make you ſuch haſt,ſayes he,to looſe your ends? s 
Haue you indented with the ſtones you throw A 
To mille the Leuite? Doe you thinke no blow . 
Can faſten on him, or d'ye meane to proue 
Ifthat the ſtones are riualls in your Loue ? 
Stones and not men! with that the hands were fiill, 
Bur all the noyſe, the Hubbub, with an ill i 
Conſent,cries for the Leuite,whom they faine 
Would onely kaow, and fo returne againe. 
And could you ſee him inthe ſtreer fo long, 

As farre from becing Ind, as this your wrong 
Shall be from afcer-Ages,when he had 

No couer, bur the kinder beau'ns, (whoſe ſad 
Compaſſion hindred them from ſhedding teares, 


Leſt ſuch a gricfe ſhould make rh'vnkindneſſe thers,) 0 
Had you lo Fl a view of hum, and yer " 
Doe you defire to know him ? No, ferger y 
That cuer there was ſuci an one, andthen " 


Poſterity may thinke that you were men: 

How will they wonder clſc, when they ſhall heare 

You lou'd him in the houſe, whom you did fexre 

To bring into your houſe;that you were mad, 

Inthe purſuitof that you might haue had? 

You aim'd another, a worſe way,and iſt 

His anſwereis, thar calls your Knowledge,Luſt, 
Bur how were they ſo long time innocent? 

How was this Predigy of Deſire cu'n ſpent 

Before it was expreſt? liere we may ſec 

In impudence there was.ſame Modeſty: | 

They would not fiance at home,the worſt abhor'd i 

Tobe a Beaſt,where be ſhould be a Lord. 

And it ſeem'd berterto the vileſt breaft 

Not torecciue,then to abuſe a Gueſt. 
Now the Old-man not fearing any harme ... 

Thar might enſuc,wherher he bop'd the warme...., ,, 
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Lot of their Yourh, would by hrs Arc begaellg, 
and tht tho'c flames would to tuch winte; vecie: 
Or whether he was men rather addref! F 
To offer vo humſclte before his Gueſt 
Vnto tneir Fury, forth he poes:chey chouphe 
That now they ſhould obraine what they had ſorght, 
Whom thus he Cots belpeate ; Hane Parience 
My friends.1 come,noree tarreat you hence, 
fut to full your plcafare, onely change 
The Sex. 1 hauc a datiffteer,and what's trance 
lachus hot rowne, « Virgin * at yourfure 
[am content ro make ker proftirure, 
% that my ſtranger may not min”'d : e 
Nature ſhall yzcld ro Helpirality. 
0 conſtant goodnefſe! O beſt a&, which can 
Canclude the Verruc, alder then the Man ! 
How | could le ac my ſelfe in prayfing thee, 
Nan nor of Age, but of Zze- nity ! 
Vao didft refpett rry gueſt beyond roy blood, 
ind knew'ft the difference berwixt Fond, and Good. 
ienceforth ſrernc all compartions below , 
Onely rhy Maker,rhy Soperiour know: 
Sch was bus Mcrcy that he did beſtow 
is oncly Sanne a ranſamefor his Foe, 
is was 2 parrerne fr for rhe moſt High) 
« next this Mercy,was thy Charitic: 
y At ar Far ro the beſt, 


Vho wouldftnor ſpare thy D: thy Gueſt. 
= 


Siſter know, 


10 The Leniter Revenge . 
This they exclaime, and this our Leuite heares, 

Who now harh ſpent his Reaſon, and his Fcarcs, 
Sucha Confuſion he is falne into, 
He knowes not what to ſhuane,nor what to doe, 
So in rais'd Seas, when that the angry wind 
Threatens deſtruRtion to that daring kind, 
Whotoa flying houſe themſelues commir, 
(Secming at once to flye too from their wir.) 
The well-ſtor'd paſſenger, (when he docs find 
Thar all this fury of the waue and wind 

Is for his Treaſure) now reſolues to dye: 
(Death is not ſv much fear'd as Pouerty) 
Andnow reſolues thathe will yenture on 

More loſſe before that Reſolution: 

He does from this vnto that purpoſe skip, 

And now his mind more totrers then his ſhip, 
Till after all ris tedious, fooliſh Ntrife, 

Which he ſhallſmue, his creaſure,or his Life, 

He ſhall ſaue neither; and thus being loath 

To hazard cither, he docs forfeit both, 

And now ſhe ſhall be Paſſiue. O Fares ſpon! 
Hee'l now betray,that ſhould defend the Fort, 
Such Revelution did you ever ſee? 

Who earſt was Icalous,will a Pandct be. 

O Life, thou moſt defir'd, and wretched thing]! y 

Thy loue berrayd his loue, from thee did ſpring 1 

This ContradiQion of crofſe Faults, O why k 

Choſc be not rather to doe well, and Dye? W 
te 
Ar 
Be 


® 


Why did he ſo deſire ro ſhunne his Friend, 
And call chat Miſery, which was an End ? 


The Dead doe feare no Rauiſher, no Luſt | 

Was ere ſo bot, to dote ypon cold duſt, = 
Were he once dead be ſhould feare no crimes then, "1 
Neither hisowne,nor thoſe of men;___ If 
And could he wiſh a longer life? ler choſe = 


Who doe narknow( but by iofli8iog) woes | | _ 


——_ 


The Lemites Rezenye. 


Hugg that defire,bur bee who wiſely wayes 
WLat many miſcrics are in many dayes, 
Let not ham be ſo mad ro wiſh his feares, 


His loue before the doore with her faire knees 
Grewne ro the Earth, ſo cloſe, that one would ſeare, 
She rooke n meaſure of ber Sepulcher, 
With hands ourſtrerch'd, as if, fearing ro faile, 
+ I dhe meanc to make a Sexton of her naile 
To dig her graue: or elſe (for who can tell ?) 
duſpeRtiog by ber injuries an Hell 
Not to be farre,where fuch finnes bad a birth, 
She lay ſo clole,ro feele if it were Earth. 
He wonders at the knowes why 
Se bad not choſe to reſt more cafily, 
And now he will be ſatisfy'd, burſhe 
Had loſt her rongue roo, with ber Chaſtity. 
; HD Hcthinkes (he flcepes,and therefore louder cryes, 
' ENhydocwedally here > Wake,and Ariſc. 
But let him cry on, ſhe hath beard her laft, 
Deafe to all ſounds now, but the lateſt blaſt. 
ind art thou dead,be cryes? what dead?with that 
You'd wonder which had beene aliue, as flar 
He 11y,and ſpecchleſſc,glad of the ſame death, 
But that thicke fighes betray thac be bad breath: 
Which enely ſerucs his : now he hyes 
Home to mount Epbraim, all his icloufies 
Are dead with her,and now he mcanes romalre 
ter common aft: r death; each Tribe hall cake 
a peice ofher; O the oþdurnte mind -— 
That ſo could part, what God-bad fo combin'd ! 
- Jfintin therelating it, nor well 
' I'hathe durk af, pr—— 
*; te « 
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22 \ The Lenites Renenge, | 

Twelue made of one? O'whewovld nor be mad, * 
To thinks vpon that madnefle > if the had 

But ſuch another griefe,with both oppreſt, 

My Muſe would then be dumbe, which now doth reſt 


— 
m— 


Canto II. 


The Argument. 
The twelue peices of bis wife 
Cut out by the Leuites knife, 
To the ficld to doo bum right, 
Draw the netted I ſraebite, 
Abrahams Prayer, Heau'ns decree, 
Beniamins glad vittory 
Twice re; cated make the ſumms 
Of the booke which u to come. 


Ob crimes amongſt the Iſraelites? I feare 
[ncredulous poſterity will ſweare 

Minc was the fault, and whenthey muſe hereon 
They'liudge rhe Crimewas in my Fiftion. 
When Vice exceeds a Probabili 

It gaines excuſe, ſo rhar rofinne on high 

Is politicke offence, for he rhar hall 

Sinne fozis thought nor to have finn's at all 

'Tis the corruption of the minds of men 

To ludge the worſt of ations, but 'tis when 

The faultis frequent, when the dai'y vic 

Ges it at once, the guilt,and the excuſe? * 

Pur ifa crime ſwell rotheheight of this; 
Murder,or Inceſt, or ifaty is 

Of fowler name;when man will man abuſe? * "* 
We dos abſolue more gladly then accuſe, 


fd,” 


AC — 
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The Leuites Renenge, 
Can it be poſſibly preſum'd that 
To wan rey; of lacob (hew'd 
Both of their fecer and bot > gs ary? ſcene 
His ffequent Miracles, nay who had becn 
Part of the wonder too,ſe wo haue fell 
As ro commir a greater Miracle? 
Sodom in Iudab ? new the Fable winnes 
Credit, and is our-ated by true fnnes : 
hath made P yemalion to haue lou'd 
That which he made,whe by his Art was mou'd 
To palpable [dolatry, yer ſo 
At leaſt he lou'd a woman in the ſhow: 
Hee's fixt on his faire Image, fo that 6ne 
Would wonder which had the truer ſtone, 
Yer 'twas a Womans Lmage, ſo that 1 
Wonder at's lucke, more them his vanity, 
A Painted Woman will cauſe loue ti'me mou'd 
Morc,how he did obtaine, then why be lou'd. 
Theſe dogeffeR what to obtaine is worſt, 
What inthe very thinking is gccurſt : 
In ther lougs the wife may barren proue, 
In thischebaxrenneſle is in the Louc, 


ln other faults there bauc excuſes beene, 1, 4 | 


This hach no-other Motiue then the Sinue + 


And canthis fine be cheirs? Yes know it <any 1/1» 4 


Man forſakes God,and then he doareg on mane; ; 
But who did euror themt6 thisoffence ? | 
For,chough we find it in-cacþ cankictce 


That wg-arenawrally vicious;:: 2 1! abut bnA 


That thgr's ne true nood inchekerd of, 112 


we purſu ourill, asdrawne by Fate, | > M1 aVW 


Thar 
Yer ri comple dees ſpecabocats, | 4 BA 
That teache 1s This fmqe2"/tieehineowpe Viers's 


But that [ ag» moreloſtins Bdlaricegil 1: 111 +1545 
Ne anbeeeekagha, _ 
C 4 — Thaue 


"2 


y 


24 The Leuites Renteiige. 
I haue from Przſident;; and thus our ill 
Comes from the Patterne te0,as from the Will, 
A:ypt denyes to haue an hand herein, 
( Egypt the houle of bondaze,not of ſinne.) 
Their cruclry I bearc,and which is odd, + 
I readthatri:cir chietg ſiane,is their chieſe god, 
They make their gardens heau'ns, and in cach plant 
They find a Deity : 1t rhat any want 
Be in their helds, if thence they dee not gaine, 
lr is their gods they want, and not their graine, 
Their ſuperſtition yer mughr ifſue hence, 
The Caltc,on'which they plac'd their confidence, 
Which a& this glory ro them doth aftord, 
They make them'clues the beaſt which they ador'd, 
Or did the Deſart make them thus to ſtray, 
And caulc them looſe their Manners with the Way ? 
Pid thoſe vaſt places,which wiſe Nature fram'd, 
Wherein wild man ſhould by his feare be rad, 
His tetre of wilder beaſts,inftru@&rheſe mon, - 
Thar thcre are beaſts which are nor in the Denne * 
And that when euer we negle&,or (canne 
The Lords commands,the Monfter is the- Man? 
No,theſcluſpitions may {uſpc fed bee, 
As farce from Truth, as they from Honeſty: '- 
XA gypt wiis free from this faulr, and muchlefle - 
Can we impoſe on the Wilderneſſe. : 
They bad noKing: as welithe fooles as wiſe 
Did all what did ſeemerightin choir owne Eyes. 
And Sodemes crime ſeem'dright to ſomieſto ſee” 
When eucry. man willhis uwac Monatch'bee, 
When all ſubieQan is rane quue away;'-- -*{; >" 


And the lame man doexgourrne and obyy+; TIC» 


Hewthere t-no obediencemor rulc, 

How euery man likewthe Horſe and ute, 
Which want the vnderſtandmy of their bit, 
And neither haye their vwne,nor Riderowicy + | 


$5 


? 


No more 
ett a Fave heard, 


The Lenizes Renenge. 
e a ſwift pace to Ruine. Giue me then 
[euc ro adnurre, and parry thoſe peore men, 
iro ane rh dan ſhould his nc Rule be, 
4nd exerciſe Home-principaliry * 


No in et heedy iiens Veaagitly 
What Alexander but afpir'd wnto, 
Conquer all Kmgdomes, which they' affirme to be, 
No berter then awell-nam'd Tyranny. 
Letme inquire of thele,tt they hauc read 
iny ſuch crimes where people had an bead? 
Lerme inquire of men,as yer not wild, 
Whether they thinke rhemſclues Lords of their child? 
Whether their feruanes Maſters? whether they 
loppole thar God did normike ſome t'obcy. 
la lnnocence there was Dominion, 
And the firſt man was the $:ft Lord ; that one 
King of the Creatures, whom for this none blames, 
He prou'd his Soucratgnty by their Names, 
That he was his wtues Soucraigne, in the Fall 
NY , when all 
Rene eare tt BN Gl 
oy 'd, 
arr) now bad be Hl ood) 
poarincwer Powerfull then Good. 
wan Hr maar ence 
Thar there's a Prince of thar oblcuricy. 
lt is a torment ach as Hell harh none, 
To want thar order im confuſion: 
That is the beſt, we may conclude from hence, 
That is in Hell, and was in Trnocenee. 
—— — 
I deferrerhe puniſhment: my ſong 
Muft cothe Lexiite turne, orratizer be 


which Hell Nd Furies fenr's; 


oy 
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iT he Lenites Revevje, 
Sends a choice piece ro every Tribe, to plead ce 
Thet injuries, and tell wby ſhe us dead; ' 


Beniamin (Hall haue one of them, leſt hee - 
Might darc commit a crimeghe durſt nor lee, Tha 
A ſeucrall meſſenger to each Tribe is ſem: and 
Bur he that ynto Princely 14dab went, Why 
ing the hcad of the dilmembred coarſe, Wh 

Wirth ſuch a voice which ſorrow had made hoarſe, _ 
(Leaſt he ſhogld rauc roo highly)thus bgginnes, kn 


Is chere an Heau'n ? and can there be luch fines! Yrs 
Srands the Earth ſtill ? we chinkes I hardly ſtand, Y x. 
Feeling the Szas inconſtancy on Land, 

After this AR, why owes the water more ? 
Why does't nor ſtaine,which alwaics clear'd before? IN x, 


It is not Ayte we draw now, 'tis a breath Ar 
Sent to infe& vsfrom the Land of Death : M, 
The Fire,whoſe office 'tis to warme and thine, be 
Growes blacke and downgwards,as it did repins I}; 
To ſec the fat,and ſheds a kinde of teares, " 
Quenching his heat, becauſe he cannot theus, C 


Canyou behold theſe eyes without ateare ? A 
Can you with paticgce longer thinks they weres b 
And are not the worlds wonder? yer leure, l 
It is Revenge, andnoora Teare firs her; : 
Let women weepe for women, then yau {hall \ 
bb if Ky 

\ 

\ 

| 


Shew you haue lorrow'd heartily,i 


* Doe ſorrow which hauc inwur'd ,andbc 


Examples, as of Crimes lo Miſery. :_..... .. 
Gibeab 'rwas (O 'rwas not Gibeab) P 
Credit me not,belegue nor what I lay, | .1/ 


Iicarce dare truſt my [eke, and yet agen, | 
Gibeab*twas,that did this. FaRt : _— Ro 
He tells them all,whar [ before baue = | 


k Th - (1+ 
Now I«dah Rtormes asa Riuer (PT. ., | 
From its owne courle by vW eats Zance 
It force a paſſage, bucrye3er'e the fiones,/). - | 
44 Smeepes 


d all with ,and ſo alone 

rn _— makes an Inundation : 

Thar they will pamnſh whar we credit nor, 

And be as ſpeedy as ſeuere : bur fome 

Who loath'd the bloady accents of the Drumme, 
—_ no miſchieſcs of —_— arc, 
Bur that inc excuſc,compar” Waite, 
and warre och brerhren;rheſe, | "ay, of age 

The chicfe amongſt them,doe oppoſe rheir rage, 
Exbort them ro aremper: Sray,fayes one, 
And be aduis'd before you be vndone. 

Whence is this fury? why d'yce make ſuch haſt” 
Todoe that aRt which you'! repent as faſt? 

Are 2ny glad to fight? or can ought be 

Mother of warre,befide Necefiy ? 

be normiſtaken, brethren, take good heed, 

tis nor Phyſicke frequently ro bleed, 

He that for perty pricfes inciſion makes 

Cannot be car'd {5 often as he akes. 

Are then your fiſters,davgh:ters,wifes roo chaſt? 
Or are you ſorry that as yerno waſt 

Deformes your richer grounds? or does it ſtirre 
An anger in you, thar the ſonldier 


Mowes not your FicIds? Poore men, doeyou lawent 


Thar till you are as ſafe as innocent ? 

We yer haue Cities prondly fruare, 

We yer haue people; be tr not in fare 

Thar your eſtcemeof both ſhould be ſo cheape 
To wiſh thoſe carcaſſes and theſe an Heape. 
Me thinkes our Tordan hath an _—_ pace, 
And flewes with greater maicſty and grace 
In bis owne rixurall wave, then if the fword 
Should higher colour to his ffreames afford; 


A River's better then aProdigy. | 


Should paint and ſo deforme it ; to mne ce | Wo 
Bur 


—HoeCy_ 


: 2$ (T he Lenites Renenge. 


But I defire,deere Conntrymen, to know, 
VVhoſle is the blood thac we muſt laviſh & 2 
Perhaps the Pbilifiixs ambition 
VVould to our Shilsb briag their A ſcalon, 

And chceſe you would eacounter : or t'may be. 
ypt ſtill enuying that you aic free 

nd a "in kr ; or perchance 

Your daily conquer'd Encmies aduance 

Their ofrcn flying enſignes, thole at hand 

Poſſeſſors and deſtroyers of the Land, 

VVhom God reſcruing for our future Pride, 

Left to our eyes as thornes , prickes to our (ide, 

No none oi thz{c,bur all your ſwoi ds jntead 

I gricue to ſpeak'r, the ruine of a friend : 

And all the ſounes of 1/7ael doe preſſe 

Thar 7 ſrael may haue a ſonne the lcf{e. 

Icſeph I uc read luffer'd his brothers bate, 

( Foſepb ot neere acquaintance vnro fate 

The mouth of Deſtiny, )they would kill him fufty 

Bur after {cl] him,to try which was worſt ; 

And yct no reaſon for this picene appeares, 

Bur that his glory was beyond his yeares; 

To hate the yonger ftill is roo much finne, 

And after Ioſeph ro ſpoile Benzamin, | 

Hath tw:lue ao myſtery? doe ye aſctibe 
Meercly to Chance, rhat there is no odd Tribe. 
Truſt me wy brethren, they doc iniure God, 
VVhoſay that he delights in what is odd.; 
Ithinke'tis parity beſt picaſcth heau'n; 

And what is moſt juſt, Joues what is moſt cu'n, 

Doe I excuſe them then to plcaſe the time, 
And onely make ancrror of a Crim: ? | 
Am | ftnngs Aduocate? farre bet from mce 
Tothinke ſo ll of Warre as Sadamy ; 
For Sodomy Itearmecir, Tuſtice calls _ 
Thar, fat, which ncuer into a&ion falls, 


The Lenites Renenge. 


Firhath paſt the licenſe of the will : 


and their intent reacht rorhar height of ill, 
Fur whoſe intent? O pardon me, there bee 
3:1/emites {potieſſe of rhat Infamy, 
Sal! theſe be toyn'd in puniſhment? a ſinne 

You'd warre againſt, O doe net then beginne 
Toa& a greater, as if you would ſce 

VVhether Iniuſtice zquali'd Luxuy 2 
This madnefle was from Gibeab, *ris true, 


Yer ſome doe wore ciſtaſt rhe crime, then you, 


Euen in that City: beare then my aduice, 
And God ſhall prolper what you cnte: prize. 


Exbore them to doe juſtice if that then 


They 114ll be parnall ro theſe guilry men, 
Their guilt is greateſt, lex them periſh 3ll 


And cquali thcir offences with their tall. 
Thicke 2cclamations breake off kis diſcourſe, 
Theyle heare no more becauſe they like't: Remorle! 


Ceizeth each conſcience, they already hate 
The ciuill war:e, which they io wiſht of late. 
Embaſſadors by generall voice are ſent: 

Bur Beni-2un conceits that to repent 


VVere tle worſe finne, and that who cre will doe 


A wicked a&, he onght defend it roo. 
Put are not we true Beniamiles in this, * 


And aggt 


2ua'e what cre we doc amiſfle 


By a new 2Q? as if the ſecond deed 
Excus'd the former, if it did exceed. 
Did we not thus, an cnd were come to Watrre; 


Did we net thus, no more ſhould private 1 
Moleſt our peace; Kings wight pur vp their ſwords, 


ec 1arre 


And cuery quarrel mig!:t conclude in words; 
One conference would rqpt outall debare, 


And they might.then moſt louc,whe now moſt hate, , 
The moſt ſworng foes: for ſhew me, where 1s he 
|} VVould ſceke Revenge, without an Inwry? 


: 
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30 The Lenites Renenze. 
A wrong recciu'd,or thought one? then no need 


Butro deny,to excuſe rhe deed, 
Why is Defence? O what doe they intend 
Who iuſtthe thoſe as, which rhey ſhould mend! 
O Pride! Ofclly! O extreame diſeaſe | 
O FaQt,whichhe condemaes who praQtiſes! 
Who in his foule conteſſerh he offends 
And yet doubles his guilt when he not ends. 
Grear crimes find greater patrons: impudenee 
Followes cach faulr, ro make vs thinke rhar ſenſe 
Hath fled vs with our Veztue, and that men 
By ſuch an hardnefſe are turn'd ſtones agen, 
So wiles of Entertainment (who doe know 
Morertien one Husband) in the publicke, ſhew 
As vertuous as the beſt whilſt vndeſcry'd, 
Whilſt they haue this good left,thar rhey will hide 
And vcoile ore their oftences : but if once 
Either their husbands iuſt ſuſpicions, 
Or their ſecurity betray rheir taQ, 
No more doe tlfh ro anſwere,rhen ro aR, 
As if 'twere meritorios,and ſo,did 
Appeare no finne no longer then *twas hid. 
Why ſhould the bad be bold? why ſhould there be 
Audaciouſneſle ioyn'd to impiery ? 
Whence is this daring? Sinne was child ro Night, 
How gates he then approach}and blaſt the light ? 
How dares heſtandth'examining,and try 
It men can find outhis deformity. * 
I hauc the reaſo6n,we are flatterers all, . 
And to our ſelues the moſt; if any fall 
Into groffe errors, ſtill hethinkes hee's free, 
And Pride ſupplies the place of honefly. 
Hethinkes ris good ro have averttiots name 
And cares not for the poodneſle, bur rhe fame. 
Which makes the Bexiamites reply: we*admire 
(To ſay no nioreYarvonr fo ſtrange teſt 


And 


We doe expeR,you name thoſe guilty mens - - 


The Lenites Rewenge. 


And at the crit on't moſt,that you prerend 
Loue and aduice, bon bd nb 
Are weſo ſtupid, and lo ſenflefie growne 

þs tobe thought nor fat to rule our owne ? 
periamin was the yongeſt we confeſlc 

Of lacobs ſcnnes, and yer a ſanne,po leffe 
Then Lewy, or proud Indab:. he that gaue 
Life to each Tribe, intended none a (laue, 
Nor ſhall you make vs. Butyoule ſay,that you 
Our of 2 generall louc to goodneſle ſuc 

For juſtice 'gainſt her Enenues, Tis poore 

[f what we would we cannot couer ©'re 

With ſpeczous prerences: tis an ill 

Phyſicians part foro betray his pill, 

That children may perceiue it want of drefle, 
ind chule diſcaſc before ſeenebirrernefle ; 
But let me tell you who fo ere do's deale, 

[a the affaires of a Nrange'common- weale, 

Is tyrannous or mad: he would be knowne 
Ether anothers Lord, or'snot his owne. 

Yer what is't your graue Maſters doe aduice 
Our ſleepy Councell of ? whoſe duller Eyes 
See onely open vices : we hauc heard 
The Lewre and his Concubine,we feard 
You'd haue vs punifh kim : thenyon relate 
That comming vnto Gib:eb ſomerhing lace, 
And willing to tthe earlier thence, 
rs tis Chaſt one dead: £65 oe1 

the puniſhmenr ſhe deſeru' 
It was, that who had liu'd (ſhould dye by Luſt. 
And yer for feare Leuircs in time ro.come 
Might want ſuch cafic faucurites, and ſome 


Would leane their courreoug-trade, if there be fond | 


No cure,ng remedy for ſuch a wound: 
We arecontene to be ſcuere ; bur then 


- 


31 


o 
: 
- 
. 
. 'O0 = 
00 OO 


J3 The Leniter Renenre. 
- 'Our's the more hard and thanklefle task T tray, 
For we will puniſh thoſe whem you bur ſhow. 
Theſe mockes doe whet the Iira'clites fo farre, 
Nothing remaines now bur a ciull warte 2 
Now allthe Tnbes haue vnio Miſpab ran, 
With ſuch conſent you'd thinke they were one man, 
If warre had euerreafon,or if men 
Had ere authority to kill others, then 
Ceitainely rheſe, in ſo divine a cauſe, 
T was not the peoples quarrell,bur the Lawes, 
Here no ambition,no vnrtam'd deſire 
Of Principalitie, of growing higher, 
Put on theſe Armes, nor was it fault enough 
| That Beniamin was rich,to raiſe theſe rough 
Spirits of Mars, nor is't a true ſurmile 
That priuate wrongs did cauſe theſe Enemnaies t 
Theſe fight the barrel of rhe Lord, herein 
Iuftice on one fide fights, on thiother Sinne * 
So that in height of blood, heat of the warres, 
They rather Judges are,rhen Souldiers. 
- The Ifraclires if rhey now ſparc,are ſhenr, 
The morerhey kill, the more they're innocent, 
Our Age makes vs againe theſe 2ftions ſce 
An Age of warre,though nor of victory, 
For 'tis not viRtory to winne the Ficld, 
Vnlefſe we make our Enemies to yecld 
More to ourIuftice,then our Force, and fo 
As well infiruR as ouercome our Foe. 
Call you that Conqueſt, or a Theft of State, 
When in a Stranger region of Jare, 
The Eagle builthis pefl having expell'd 
(Vpon a meere pretence thathe rebell'd) 
The former Ayry, for no other cauſe, 
Bur that bis billwas ftrong,and ſharpe his clawes; 
-» To ſcce the malice, and the power ofhate, 
"AP That wade eu'n the EleQor Reprobate. 


When 


When («[r did nor ſticke,ner bluſh ro doe 
What they deteſted,whe aduis'd bum too, 
| When that all lawes their ancienttorce might looſe, 
| He made a Choyce of hum that was to Chooſe; 
Now all occaſions can perſwade to fight, 
When Power is misinterpreted for Rig 
= There is a Luſt ofkillng men ſogreat, 
Riuers of bloud can ſcarce allwage the heat: 
Our liucs are cheaper rthenthe lives of beaſts, 
Then thoſe whoſe very being is for feaſts ; 
Who haue no vſc bur tor the throat : hard plight ! 
knger not kills them, bur our apperite, 
I'we haue eaten once,we ſpate :+ andthen 
we are full are kind : burco kill men 
We haue a laſting apperite, ſhedding blood, 
Our famine is incrcas'd cu'n by our food; 
Such Erifichtbons are we, they that haue 
Valuwiced defires, Death and the Graue 
But ſhadow this affcRien,and to it 
Compar'd, the Horſc-lcach wants an Apperite : 


{t may be weighing mans high faculrics 

(Which wes) ey Sys wy rr with the skies) 
They ſeeme to doubr ef his mo:talicy 

And onely ſtrive to knowif he can dye. 

Nor doe they care on what prerence (leſt oughr 
Should make rheir crime the Icfſe)no reaſon's ſought 
To mitigate their faulr, and they are thus 

vo farre from good,thcy ſcatceare caurelous. 
Bur'tis a ſore will feſter, if you rouch, 

Away my. Muſe, ſometime a trurh's roo auch 

For Honour,or for (afety : he alone 

Proſpers who flatters. Burif any one 

aske a Probabilitie for this 

How ſuch a multigade; ſuch a ſwarme is 

Aſſembled of the Iſraclites (forthen | bas 
There merac once ſoure hundred cheuland wen , 
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34 The Leiites Ronenge . 
Againſt cheic brother Beniamimn,)whilſt yer 1 
had notdiſpoſieſt the Canaanite, ' 
(There was a mixture not a Conqueſt made) ;;., 
How darſt they then ſo fooliſhly inuade 
Their brethrens Councrey,when they left their owne 
Subic&tro imminent deſtruction ? 
Or when was this muaſion made? To me 
The Number hath a more Facility 
For credir,then the Time; doe we not inde, 
That 1/rae! wanting Indges was sflignde 
To bondage, as to Anarchy? they groane 
Vander a forraine yoake,wantingcheir owne, 
Carries it any like}yhood , or can 
It finke into = fancy of a man, 
Thar when they were oppreſt, they ſhould opprefle } 
As full of folly as of = wwe" 
This wererto perfect Eglons victory, 
And a& what Iabin bur defar'd ſhould be. 
And yer it might be, Toſbus being dead, 
Then was the rime,the people lack'd an head : 
Who taking no care forpoſteriry, 
Twasthe worſt at of Icſhua to dye. 
Moſes deputed him,and ifthat he 
Had left another Gouernor,it might be 
Our Leuite had beene chaſt ; and Beniamin 
Beene noted for his verruc,nor his finne, 
Then were theſe mulrirudes no miracle, 
And Canaan(o oft bear by Iſract, 
In likelihood would reſt quier,and expeR 
If theſe would doe what =_ could nor cffe&. 
Befides,rheir dwellings in the Valleycs be 
So rhat their ſeat humikrie ; 
Andthen to climbe the mountaines was ſuch paine 
As that the labour did exceed the gaine, 
And thus you ſce,thar they may fight: bur ere 
Thxir enemics Counrics by them waſted were} 
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The Lenites Renenge 2; 
They rs the Oracle repaire,ro know 
Friftory ſhall gracerthem, or their Foe ? 
Yer pardon mec,1 crregthey are fo ſtrong 
As that they would imagine it 2 wrong 
Done to their valor, it we ſhould fu 
That chey mrreared conqueſt of their toes ; 
No,being ſure of Victory, they aske 
Which of rhe Tribes ſhall Ynderrake theraske 
Of the farſt onſer, and the Tribes retus'd, 
Enyy at ludabs choyce, as if abus'd, 
And inyur'd they eſteem'd themiclues, char they 
Should looſe the dangerous honor of the day. 
Such was their pride, ſuchthoughts their Niibers bred 
Numbers, 


Which earely on the rop of mouncaines ſtood 

(Meaning ar leaſt ro imirare a flood) | 

When once rhe Sunne , appeares No More, 

And leaues that parch'd,which was too moiſt before, 
Thar we are neuer good! char ſtill 

Mixt with our Verrue, is ſome ſpice of ill ! 

The Iſraelites are 1 they are Proud, 

+ - + » RRONP 
puniſbing the greater t yer 

Whilſt yer chey might ſuffer an overthrow, 

Why chey reioyce as if th'ad wonne ! or why 

They hauc a Pride cre they baue Cerrainey? 
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Their numbers are incredible, 'ris true, 
Yer mulcitudes haue beene orecome by few! 
Their army is compleat, tis right,buc them 
We know it is an army bur of maca, 
Of turure carkaſſes, ſo quickly ſome 
haue no time to thinke of death to come; 
To whom rio ſtarre accitainty docs giue, 
Thar they at leaſt tothe next Field (heuld live. 
Foure hundred thouſand car kafles,cnough 
To giue the beaſts a ſurfer, and allow 
Fertility which Nature had deny'd 
Vnto hole Lands : Sv that their height of pride, 
Of hop:,of glory,and of all their toyle 
Is to inrich the Land which they would ſpoile. 
So thought the Beniamites,who though they ſaw 
That Pow'r too was againſt them with the Law, 
Yerreſoluely they intend to die, 
And ſuch deſpaire giues them the viRtory. 
They are not Cowards, yet, though they are bad, 
They flay more numbers then wee'd thinke they had, 
Whence comes this Courage tothe Deſperate? 
The bad me think«<s ſhould be effeminare, 
And as the Bees (the ſubieR orthe Ki 
Hauing abus'd it once,doe looſe their ſting : 
- ro inforce . —_ rnto laughter, . Pn 
eing once too fier arc alwaics ſlugg] 
Conuerted vnto __ ſoit ſcemes ip ps 
(And not ſo much heauens Iuftice,as irs wit) 
That who hath loſt his Verrue once, ſhould ſtraight 
Looſe OR with his owne waight. 
The Iſraclites though amaz'd at this defeat, 
Yer gather head,and to their campe retreat; 
There might you ſee Sorrow and Anger ioyn'd, 
Nor ri: ui nt Spurs war ab x 4 
Here fathers weepe their onely ſonnes,and there 
Brochers for as deare loſſes dropy a teare, 
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| God at laſt will aide them, and for feare 

That it was pride did fruſtrate their f-ſt ſure, 

They're now as humble, asthen reſolute : 

[n ſtcad of they now weepe a day, 

Sypes they thunke and reares can make a way 
here ſwords are vicleſc, they] gaine vittory 

No longer by theic hand, bur by their Eyes 
Great and iuſt God,ſayes one,we doc 

That all this heauy anger is farre lefſe 

Then our deſcruings: ſhould'ft thou fully waigh 


Agypt, 0: 
Peirce deeper in our bowells, ſheuld the skyes 
Shed thaſe hot ſhowers in which Gomorrab fryes, 
We could not taxe the Tuſtice of our King, 
Bur after all ,owe (ill a ſuffering, 
Yet thou haſt ancient mercies, we'aue beene told 
Of allchy courteſics, which were of old == 
Shew'd to our Fathers; O vouchſafe them fill, 
bed make vo kelrea of (08es we hauc done ill, 
Prodigiouſly ill, rher's no oftence 
Which we are guiltlcfſe of, cach conſcience 
ranges 6 
mry hearts to a Wz. 

Ne ER eovctfle thy favour 95 
And as thy rod hath ſcourg'd,let mercy wooey?; 

We dare not looke for victory : O no, 
| _—— 
tis Our 
 erath may execute: 


A 
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23 The Lewites Revenge. 
Let not rheir ſwords bereaue vs of our breath, 
And we ſhall find a benefr indearh. 
Yer whata glory c#n it be to thee 
That we are dead? and that the Heathen ſce 
Thy anger on thy Children ? thar thy wrath 
In fteadof being felr,is told m Gath, 
And publiſht in figgce Aſcalon, ſpare ys then 
Ifnor for vs, yet nr ſelfe; > 
Thou think'ſt of ing vs,thy (elte cxempr, 
Since that our Raine will breed thy Gr : 
Let then rhy mercy abonciuſtice ſhine, " 
If we are bad, conſider we are thine. 
Thus led rhey a pray'r : and herhat ſees 
Councells vahatchd, and whar he will,decrees, 
(Yer cuer iuſtly) does percciue rhar my 
What erethey faine, doe murmurc, and nor pray. 
Which he decrees to puniſh ; they would know 
Whether that once more they ſhall aght or no? 
Once more he granrs that rhey ſhall fiphr;and rhus 
They're nor ſo crauing, as he Courtcous, 
If rhey bur aske him, he will nor deny, 
Fight's their deſire, andrhen his anſwere's 1. 
Had they but ask'd the viQtorie” as well 
He would haue heard his troubled Iſrael: 
He rhatdeliuer'd them from forraine armes, 
. Andraught their weake hands ts repaire their harmes 
With adwirable vitory. He Ifay 
Would hauc beſtow'd the honor of the day 
On themyhad they defir'd it; they haue knowne 
How he hath warr'd for them from heauen, & ſhowne 
Such miracles in their defence, they frighr 
Thoſe whom they ſane, as when the wondring night 
herſelfe baniſh from the world (the Sunne 
Standing vnmou'd, ing howto runne. ) 
If they now looſe the day the fault is theirs, 
God docs no mercy want,they want right prayers. _ 
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T he Lenites Rexenge, 39 
But they ſuppoſe it roo too fond to ſtand 
Beoging of that which is in their owne hand, 
This they conceiue were to mocke God, to craue 
That ro be giu'n which they already haue, 


They thinke no chance can poſſibly s 

Mar hough they loſe prof te fſt dy 
et ile of , 

ha 4 ag 24 tn 

Twas not for want of courage ſure, bur cither 

The foc had got adaantage of the weather, 

Orelſe the wind had rays'd the duſt ſo high 

That they ſuppos'd freſh enemies to be nigh, 

And fear'd to be enuiron'd round : what ere 

Occafion'd their firſt ouerthrow, no feare, 

No chance,ſball cauſe 7 x77 apt Wha 

That now erwmph,ſhall ir trenches,graucs- 
Is this their Crime alenc,or doe nor all 

Partake as of their fault, ſo of their fall ? 

Iſrael is not onely mad, there be 

dome vices which we giue itY, 

And this is one of them ; O how vaineis man! 

O how his Reaſon too is bur a ſpanne, 

And not his ftature or his Age | we'baue long 

_ mon done pan 7 oy ppt 
calling Icratienall; t c 

Thus in rough language,chey would fiercely breake 

Their mind vneo vs: O you onely wiſe 

To whom kind Nacure hath imparted Eyes, 

Leauing all other blind; pardon if we 

Doe el] you where you hauc forgot to [ce, 

Where we are clearer ſighted : can you ſhow 

Where euer beaſts did to that madnefle grow, 

D 4 


49 The Leniter Renenge. 
As to pronounce of that, which is ro come, 
Of chat which onely ſcemes in Chances doowe? 
Yet thus you doe, and —_—_ hauc ſhowne, 
Reaſon's your title, our Poſſeſhon, 
The Iſraclires had to their coft of late 
Found confidence to be vnfortunare; 
(Their confidence in Numbers) and yer ſtill 
(Though now contain'd in ſmaller roome) they wil 
Foreſpeake their viRtory: why, becauſe they ſee 
Thar they are many yer; poore vanity ! 

When they were more,they were o'rccome, yet af 
Conceiue a Conqueſt when they fewer are, 
Becauſe ſtill ſome areto bekill'd : as rhough 
Succeſſe to Mulrirudes did homage owe, 

And multitudes impair'd: as if the way 

Towinne another were to looſe one day. 
Buthad we ſeene the City now ! what ioy 
Raign'd in rhoſe ſtreeres, ſufficient to deſtroy 
Thoſe whom it comforted (for pleaſure roo 
Can find a way to death,and ſtrangely doe 
The worke of heauineflc and priete) I ſay 
Had we bur ſeene the glory of that day : 
The whooping,dancing, and the generall noyſe 
To whichthe ſea and thunder are but toyes; 
We thould haue thought it (ſo the ſounds agree.) 
No noiſe of Triumph, but Captiuity, 

Ar laſt they doe repoſe themſclues, and one 

Of higheſt mdgement and diſcretion, 
Inſtrufts themihus: My deareſt Coumrymen, 
Who ere inte nds his private ends, docs pen 
A ſpeech vnto the Eare, his ſtudy is 
Which words ſound well, and which are thought amilſe 
Hotryes all wayes,kc layes all coloars on 

To cheat the Tudgement,footh the Paſſion, 
So that he hopes ar laſt chat it muſt hir 
Either theſubicR, or the clething ir: 


The Lenites Revenge, 


But | whoſe _ is Publike 
Nothing bur that which caryes to that end: 
Poder if Iam harſh beforargy 

If that I am not Plauſible,bur ſound. 

We wonne a victory laſt day,fo great 

We hardly dare belecue we were not beat z 

Our conqueſt cafier was then our belcife; 

And with great reaſon too: for tell, what cheife, 
What perry captaine is ſo yaine, ſo mad 

Azto aſcribe to his condu the glad 

Ebne of laſt dayes hazard ? to my ſenſe 

The Conqueror was onely Prondloce, 

And we burinſtruments 3 then I'de aduice 

That as you haue beene happy,you'd be wiſeg 
That man does ſtill in greateſt glory ſand, 
Whole braine is berter though of then his hand, 
And ſo I wiſh that yours ſhould be : we knew 
That what is gain'd by Fortune is loſt ſo, 

She hath no conftant Fauorite, then now 

Whilſt yer our viQtory does meanes allow 

To purchaſe peace atour owne rate,and thriue 
By Couenant more then Battle ; ler vs driue 

All thought of warre farre from vs,tisin vaine 
To get that hardly, which we may obtaine 

By cafier meanes, and he does more then raue 
Who hazards that which he may cerrtaine haue. 


More was he ſpeaking, when a thouſand tongues 


Made his be filent, one would thinke their lungs 
To be vnequall to that noyſe, ſo fierce 


Their clamor is, ſuch ſounds the heauens doe peircs. 


SohaucT oft heard in our Theater 
(When that adainti:r paſſage wanthe Eare ) 


A thouſand tongues, a thouſand hands rebound, 


(As if the Plaudite were in the found, 


And moſt noiſe were moſt pleaſing:) reey exprefſe 


Their liking fo,as theſe their frowardnellc. 


42 (The Lewes Rewenge. 
Who raue from noiſc ts aQtion,one ſtoopes downe, 

To reach a ſtone, another fhercer clowne 

Shakes a ſteel'd Tauclin at him, all rhe hands, 

Againſt which Iſrae! but weakely ſtands, 

Ayme now arone; who dreadleſſe, vnimpair'd 

In courage, neither wiſhe life, nor deſpair'd. 

Artlaſta ſerious Counceller Niood vp; 

Much had he taſted of the liberall Cup, 

And ithankefully expreſt it in his face, 

To which a Jarger wound would be a grace 

By hiding his rich pimples : This braue man 

Raiſcs himſelfe, and with what ſpeed he can 

Stutters thus to them; Ceaſe my noble boyes, 

Quiet your threatnings now,and ſtint your noyſe. 

Tis aiuſt anger you haue ſhowne, bur yer 

Therime in which you ſhew ir is vnſit. 

Now ſhould we dance,my blouds,now ſhould we ſing 

And make the wondring firmament to rin 

With joyfull acclpmations; now braue ſpirits 


To ſhew the meſt ioy,is to ſhew moſt mcrits. The 
Sadneſle is onely Capital/;in fine, Co 
Now ſhould we ſhed no bloud bur of the vine. le 
For you Sir whom we doubly guilty lee, lef 
Of Treaſon firſt, and then Philoſophy Th, 
If theſe doe pleaſe, thus we pronounce : to ſhew of 
How little we doe fearc you, or the Foe, Th 
Wee'l ſend you hiſt ynto their campe,and then Or 
Wee'l ferch you by our conqueſt home agen. N 
This is a mercy if well vnderſtcod, = 
You ſhall inioy the fortune you thinke good. » 

Here his breath failes : whca all the people cry Ti 
He hath ſpoke nobly,none this day ſhalldye. a 
And yerthe Traitor ſhall nor ſcape ar laſt 11 
Whoſe execution is deferr'd,not pat, V 

Twas neither peace,nor warre now,cither ſide A 


Hauing ſufficiently their forces try'd, Take 
a 


ke breach a while : O happy men, if fill 
is mind continue in them ! It rhey kill 
xir appetite of killing ! if rhis reſt 

1a the laſt informe rhem whar is beſt ! 
obury their ſlaine friendgborh ſides agree 
to a Wo daycs truce: «ditic 

to be borne with | had they knowne the vſe 
thrſt of that which rhey now call a cruce, 

ws truce had beene ynneceſſary, then 
[dey might haue ſpar'd, whilſt new they bury men. 
d that they now may bury,they intrear 
ipite a while from warre : thus all their hear 
buried forthe time : good heau'n to ſee 
'Omnipotency of Neceflity, 
tom all the necreſt tics of Neighbourhood, 
leipon, Language, nay of the ſame Bloud 
auld not containe from fight, bur thar they would 
oſec if it were theirs) ſhed their owne t Joud, 
cle arc intreated to a forme of peace, 
Their fury for a day or two can ceaſc, 
Commanded by Neceffity 3 rhey feare 
leſtth'Ayre by ſo much carcaſſe poyſoned were; 
Leſtto revenge the bloud which they had ſhed, 
They now might feele the valour of the dead, = 
Of ſtrong corruption; theſe choughts bold cheir mind 
Theſe — a while inforce them to be kind 


On both (for they dee not iarre inal!) 
Nature preuailes not,but a Funeral), 
Nor Jos this long preuaile, for when they had 


laterr'd ſome carcaſſes,they yer are mad 
Tillthey haue made ſome more; till ct ey haue cone 
A ſecond faulr,as not content with ones 
They ſee their Error, and commitir, thus 
Who are not eminently verruous, 

Are eaſily emtrapp'd in vices ſnares, 

And want the poore excuſegthatynawares 
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They were ingag'd, we greedily runne on 
And can you call this but Infirmity ? 

Nick-name a Vice? O call it Prodigy, 

Callit—O what? Whatnamecan well expreſſe 
The miracle of humane guiltineſle ? 

Conld he pretend an ignorance atleaſt 

And bc in Nature as in Fat a beaſt, 

He were not worſe theathey, then he mightbe 

Both from the Vie and Fault of Reaſon free. 

Bur what a ceizeth me? what hee tghe 
Raignes in m rs,and prompts me to riſe tvgher) 
DA = foules who wht 1 on the Earth 
Baſcly deie& your ſclues below your birth, 

Sold to your ſcnſes :I intend to tell 

What none can know bur in whoſe breaſts doe dwell 
Ccleſtiallfires,and vnro whom 'tis giu'n 

Tohane a neerer intercourſe with Heau'n, 

Yer pardon you pure ſoules,whom no one dares 
Eav'd of 6nr fleſh,to trouble with our cares ; 

Pardon I once more aske,if my weake pen 

Firring it ſelfe to ordinary men, 

Artaine not to your height(to vs ynknowne) 

And giue you theſe words which you ſhame to owne, 

The Lawgiuer,who ſaw as in a glaſſe 
Allia the Word, what eucr'twas did paſſe 
In theſe necr enmities,as farre as Man 
PerfeAly happy knowes a griefe, began 
To feele Compaſſion: HaueT then faid be 
Deliuer'd 1/ael for this miſery ? 

And did | free them from Fe yptian 

Onely to find them graues in Canaan ? 

I did foretcll their Land ſhould ouerflow, 

Bur neuer thought to be expounded fo , 

Neuer with bloud :T meant that they ſhould haue 
More blc{lings then the courtous can erauce 


The 


her) 


YT That ts deftroy now, which did breed their kind, 
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The flowing Vdder, andthe vatyr'd Bee, 
an happy Deluge of Fertiliry, 

0 how would now proud Pharaob reieyce! 
How would he baue a loy beyond a voyce, 
Beyond his tyranny, could he but know 
VVhat 7/7ael does indure without a Foe |! 
VVas it for this I did fo oft repeat 
YVonders befere him, wonders of ſo great 
Exuberance of pewre, lo highly doney 
That they contemne all admiration ? 

How wert thou Nilus bloudy'd into Red, 
Thy waters as vaknowne as is thy Head? 
Vhen all thy finny progeny did find 
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VVhen by a nimble dezth they vnderſtand, 

The Riuer as diſcourtcous as the Land ? 

Canl forget that when I did beſtow 

A liberty as hererotere ro low | 

Vato thy now pale waters, there did paſſe 

An iflue ſtranger then his Colour was 

From the roo tertilriuer ? F are found 
VVith ſuch a multitude to bide the ground 

That ther's no grafle appeares,no corne is ſeen, 
The ſpring does bluſh becauſe be lookes not greene. 
Their numbers and their noy ſe equally harſh 
Make Agyptnot a Region but a Marſh. 

VVhar a {mall portion of my as were theſe ? 
How ſcarcely to be counted po flages 

In my large ſtory ? Duſt is chang'd ro Lice 
And now beginnes to creepe, whichthe moſt nice 
And curious eye before could neuer fiad 

To moue at all, vnlcfc 'rwere by the wind * 
VVhich could not {carter thoſe thicke clouds of Flyes, 
That would nortlet them,no, not ſce the skyes. 

VVhen I bur threaten all the cartle dye, 

And Fgyprs Gods find a Monality, ut 
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Bur leſt the men ſhould thinke thatthey were free 


From the taulr too, if the Calamitys 


I raughr their botes with blacke goare torunne , 


And imitate theirfoules corruption. . 
What was a Face is now a Pimple growne, 
And incach part is plentifully ſowne 

A ſtore of blaines, lo vgly, that ro me 

I was a kind of Indgement burtto ſee. 

And if this were but Intle,was'tnot 1 

Thar call'd thole candy'd peilers from the sky, 
Which in a momenr owerwhelming 

Did badly change rheir colour in their fall : 
And by the murthering cuery one they found 


Within their reach came red vnro the ground ? 


When to repairethe numbers they had ſlaine 
(Beaſts of all forts) rhe land is fill'd againe, 
Bur tis with Locufts, fuch a ſwarme they ſee 
Made for the ſhame of all their Husbandry, 
That they could wiſh, ſothey were rid of theſe 
The former Murrein,ere this new increaſe. 
Bur who cantell thefollowing Prodigy ? 

Laſt day the Farrh was hid,but now the sky 
Thaos returnes, the Sunnc hath loſt his rayes 
And Nights obſcurity is turn'd ro Dayes. 
Who could a greater miracle afford ? 

God made the Light, I Darkneffe by a Word. 
Which had it laſted had it ne're been ſpent, 
They would haue call'd it a kind puniſhment, 
They had not ſeenthen their firſt borne to dy, 
To ch?llenge dearh by their Nativity : 

All this { did,bur why? was it to ſce 

My people ſoffer fuller miſery ? 


To gainethe Country which they could nor hold 
From which their owne armes ignorantly bold 


Expell their owne ſeJues: O ler noman tell 
That Iſrael did baniſh 1freel. 


My prayers forbid,nor Jet itere be ſaid 
That Moſes was vnkind fince he was dead, 
That in the grauel lett my goodnefie too, 
And could not pity when nor feele a woe. 
Hauing ſaid this,with all the ſpeed he may 
He ſeckes out holy Abrabam, who that day, 
By his deere Iſaac ſeconded, did fing 
The ancientmercies of their heaucnly King, 
One tells how hauing now worne out a lite 
And ſo being fitter for his Graue then VVife, 
Nay then when ſhe had lu'd ymto thoſe yeares, 
To be accounted with the Grandmothers, 
When Sara now was ſo vrwaldy growne, 
Her legges could ſcarcely beare her ſelfe alone, 
She beares another and docs fwell 
Not with a child, but with a Miracle. 
This ſaid, he ſtops; and then againe goes on 
Ko more with ſtory, but Deuotion. 
O prayſe the Lord my ſoule, Jet nie nor find 
My body was more fruirfull then my tnind, 
O ler that reeme with thanketulnefle,and be 


Made ſweetly pregnane by my memory. 
Father, ſayes 1/aac, I haue often heard 


That we doe tell with Toy what wEhaue Feard, 

And whart in ſuftring terrifies our ſenſe, 

Does in relari : what violence 

Of bliſe rolſelle r/o | 

My dangers paſtwith joyes that ace: 

Methiokes | —_ char farall wood 

(A burden which I hardly vnderſtood 

Should carry me) methinkes I ill enquire 

VVhere is the ſacrifice, and where the fire ? 

How lictle did | thinkc, or feare till then 

2 God pet TTTas wc of men! 
ow little could 1 in any part 

That God in fuch j-- did dcfire the Heart ? 


— 
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Could | oppoſe my mind agai 


Commanding you tothat you 
To bc againe a Father 2] O the 


Who in a minute,can make all th 


It is an holy buſineſſe topraiſe, 
To magnihfic our Lord, ſoro gee on 
In the intent of our Creation, 


erenge, 
Yet pardon Fathergif you now muſt know, 
Your filence ſeem'd more cruellthen your bloy : 


againſt your will, 
Or wiſh hum ſpar'd,whom you decrecd to kill 
Wherefore was all this circumſtance? what need 
Burt firſt to rell, and then to aR the deed ? 
I never knew what diſobedience meant, 
And yourdiſtraſt was my worſt puniſhment; 
I muſt cenfeſſe I was amaz'd, my loud 
Congeal'd within me,and my faint haires ſtood 
Yer not for feare of death (Death was my prof 
Bur for the manner and the Author of ir. 
Was thisthe heau'nly promiſe? and muſt 1 
$o (traggely borne, {ymewhat more ſtrangely dye? 
Whar ſhould | ſay now? or what ſhall I doe? 
That fruſtrate by my dearh Gods promiſe roo. 
Should 1 inuvke Heaw'ns ayde? alas,from rhence 
Came the injunction for this violence : 
Should | implore my fathers helpe? why, he 
Would ſooner hearken vnto heau'n then me. 
And ſo hedid : for when the trembling ſword 
As if be knew the remper of his Lord 
Threatned a death,moſt fortunately then 
He thatdid arme you did difarme agen, 
Shewing your will was all he did require, 


defire, 


er 
And mercy of our God ! who in an houre, 


ings well, 
Can bring and then deliver out of Hell. 


Theſc were their Accents, when that Moſes ſayes} 


To this alltimes,allrealons doe obey, 
And wc may praiſe as often as we pray» 
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But now let's change theſeTones, ler ys be muce 
[a all diſcourſes now, but in a ſuite; 
Let vs ax once conivyne our prayers,and {ce 
four one God will heatken vnro three, 
Your ifluc,aftnd tny charge,whom 1] haue led 
Thorow thoſe parhs that neuer man did cred, 
(As if they fear'd a (carcity of foes) 
Doe their owne ſclues againſt themſclues oppoſe; 
And theit deftruRtion [vnlefle we repaire 
Sooner ro ayde them) will pfeucnt our pray'r, 

[t was a place aboue the Ayre, the Sky, 
Whicher Man cannot reach, not with his Eye, 
Xry if th cxanefc of the hight be ſought, 
Whither Man cannot reach, not with his thoaght, 
beyond the place where hailc,and raine doe grow, 
Aboue rhe ary; ade 
To which compar'd the Rarry heau'n is 
Vnto a necrer neighbourhood with Hell. 
ind when, I ſhall of Gods abode increat 
| does ran) $7.) er bes 
To which compar” the Chryſtall heau'n does mect 
With Earth,to be a ſtoole vnto his feer. 
This was the Place (yet pardon "was not fo, 

| ich the heau'ns are free 
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Ranſacke the Inge's rombes, where there doth lye 
Wih their corrupred duſt their ncaſury; Tt 
(Who to that ny 56 ins Tc 
Thar they their gold on carth againe,) 

Search me their graues,or if you fearfull be 
Of treaſure guarded by Morrality, 

Rob all che mines fenc't with fo | 
(Where Nature in the Earth hath faney'd ſtares, 
Whoſc luſter leaſt our weaknefſe cannot beate 
Her kinder wiſedome made her ftore vp there) 
Bring cheſe yntothe view,to an cxaRt 
Figure,which Phidias durſt call his AQ: 

Yer to this throne compar'd,it will appeare 

So farre from ſhiningyit will ſcarce looke cleare, 
Here does the Ancient of dayes diſcloſe 

The glory of his Maieſty to thoſe 

To whom he daynes his preſence,who enfioy 
Ar full, what would a weaker eye deſtroy: 
Whoſe blifle ſhall never hauc a period, 

Who therefore liue becauſe they ſec their Gbd, 
How could | cuer livg 


er, cycrdwell 
In thisſ@ bleft Relation ! O how well 


Should1 oem my qe entranc'd, fl 

By ſtaying here ſhould loſe my Hiſtory ! 

Here thouſand thouſands war vpen his 

Of humane ſcruants, and Angelicall, 

And ſuch a mulricude inueſt his throne 

(Millions of Spirits waitifig vpon One,) 

Thar it may be we ſhould notſay amifſe, 

Their Number ſtranger then their Nacure is * 

Here ſound the Hallehuiah's,bere the Quire = 

Of Heau'nis high, and full as their defire: 

No voiceis here vntun'd, they doe not find 

me, more in the ſound, then in the ore 
ir power of ſinging growes on with their 

And hey canlqnger ſing, becauſe thus long, 


The. Lewes Rewenge. :t | | 


Thus here themſclues rhey fully ſtreogrhned fee, | 
To a melodious crernitie, * i. 1 
Hcre Abrabam preſents hirnſelfe,and [ayes ; 


Who as ores nd ſubie& ynronone, _ 

Who giu'ſt all knowledge,and art neuer knownoy 

Who aphrds er of flcth didft gladly lend 

An carc won Arp bee not bend 

Thy plagues agai ine enemies,vmill 

ado Tania thou hadſt askr my will, 

The will of me poore mortall, nay farre worle 

Of me a ſinner then, the ancient curſe 

Stucke deepely in megthar T mighe baue feard 

My faults, and not wy pray'r ſhould haue beene heard 2 

Could I ſpeake then,and aro I ſilence now ? 

Did Sodome moue,and cannot Iſ/zel bow ? 

O pardon me if I bewaile their ſtate, | 

If I their Father proue their Aduocare, 

Didſt nor rhou promiſe when 1 bad giu'n ore 

All hope of Father, when I wiſhrno morg 

Then a contented Grane, chat rhen from meg 

Should come ſo numerous aprogeny: 

That allthe clgerer army ofthe sky, 

And the thicke ſands which till ynnumbred lye 

Shonld come within accountbetore my ſeed, 

Which for my Sara,bur thy truth ſhould breed? 

How oft I chought that promiſe did include 

Their laſting too as well as multirnde; 

Thar their continyance ſhould be as ſure, 

As as cither ſands or ftarres indure. 

If they haue finn'd,thou know ſttbey may tepent 

And be the better by a puni | 

Neuer by Ruine: Othen vie thy rod 

Thinke thas they arethy 

And if they are ſo, O then lernet be | 

a6 | 4ny morg tie burmho full ſerue het 
py 


their God; 


If they are ſo, let Abrahawonce more 
Recciuc thoſe children which thou gau'ſt before; 
Now they haue left their heau'nly ecchoing, 
Now allthe Quire does wonder and not (ing, 
When from th'cternall Maicſty are heard 
Speeches,which all bur the dread Speaker fear'd, I v 
Am I as Man that I ſhould change? or like 

The ſonne of man toxhreaten and not ſtrike ? _ 
If I pronounce my wrath againſt a Land 
Shall that continuc,and my word not ſtand? 

If I doe whet a ſword,ſhall ir be blunt, 

And haue nodirer ſharpeneſſc then t'was wont? 
Beniamins crime: h'as ſuch an horror in'r,. 

(Who haue confirm'd their faces like a flint 
Againſt all dye of modeſty) thar till 

Their bloud(which nowheir too hor yeines doe hill) 
Flow in their fields, till that their Numbers be 

Of as ſmall note as is their Chaſtity, 

ſt ſhall not be remitted : yer ro ſhow 
Thar can pay that which I doe not owe, 
Crhoſeother Trberich boat theyzre 

(Thoſe Tribes which boaſt they are the 

And yertto verifie their goodnelle, leile __ 
Speake, as if they were muur'd by ſucceſſe, 

So making the fault miae,who therefore haue 
Beene lib'rall benefators to the graue 

By their thicke deaths) vncill thar I doe ſee 

A confirm'd truth of their humility, 

They ſhall not ſee a victory : lle make 

Beniamin puniſh theſe,and after take 

Vengeance on the Reuengers,till they ſce | 

My merey hath not ſpear mine Aquity. - 
This 1 pronounce,rtus is wy conſtant will. 
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ny | 

ur er into once more ought, 
Th betas \ncechetatatbemthecked: | 
Or of the ſouldier, ence more they have fled } 
And new becauſe their battle was not long 
1 will not be mare tedious m my Song, 
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The Argupicar, | 
The Leuites viſien, Phincab's Prayer, | 
The EIT. 

Now to courage 

A new inuented firategem 
Drawes tbe enemy from tbe walls, 
wUntill within thew wet be falls 
With the full r1ghting of the wrong 

Does b 8ib conclude, and crownemy S0ns, 


V Hen will Vice faile? whe ſhall we ſee thi cuer | 

Ot wicked a&s as bad as the Intent? i 
As yerthe worſt are proſperous, and worle,  . | 
The good as yer haue never: mils'd their curlez.. 
Reuicw the Leuites wife,and-you (hall ſee ih | 
When ſhe had forfcited her honcſty, { 
Her father entertain'd her;bur once more | } 
When ſhe was come to what ſheleft betore, 
Her Lord and Vertue, when that all her ſt:ife 
Shall be to gaine the name of agood wite,. --/ 
Gibeab will not hatbour her; O poore {1 4 1 
Gibeab were guiltlefſe had it done no more; ' -- -- 
Bur Gibeah will murder her; and now 
Returne watches Canpagds there ſee how 

3 
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S Thar they were better who were cucrcomc.. 
_- 


| Pertaine vnro the ſtare; burthe Kings 


54 The Lenites Renetthe. 

They proue this fatall truth,ewice had d 

rae rn gg purer Hof 

The ficids with their beſt bloud,ſs hardly croſt 

That they haue toughrno oftner then th'aue loſt; 

And yer their cauſe was beſt: neither were they 

The onely people which hauc loſt the day 

Which they deſeru'd ro winne : ſearch the records 

Ofecuery Age,and cuery Age affords 
F/ 


Examples of like ſtrang who can tell 
Whar the Aſprienda 


ro F{rael ? 

How in deſpite of all their lofty rowers, 

(Which hop'd a ſtanding to the laſt ofhoures) 
He made one houre rheirlaſt; vnlucky bowre, 
Where vice ſhew'd what*t could do when irhad 
The ſword did ſport with lifes, nor were they ſuc 
VVholc loſſe or preſeruation did notmuch 


In rhe ſame time,the ſame Pauilions, 
By the ſame tyrant are inforc'd ro dye, 

And which exceeds all,intheir fathers eye. 

Poore Zedekiabs kingdome fi: ft is gone 

And then his heyres, O barſh iaverſion ! 

If he had loſt them firſ}, it might be thought 

Mis kingdomes Joſſe would not haue motr'd him ought, 
He would haue made the beſt ofth'orher cruſſe 

E it an caſing, ner aloſle. 

As he mightnowrto be depriu'd of fighr 

VVhen he ſhould couerthe kind ſcreene of Night 
Berwecne his wocs and bim 7 ifin his mind 

He ſaw,it was a bleſling robe blynd : 

Thar then he ſhould be forc'tro ſee no more 

VVhen he could nor ſee whar he ſaw before, 

This Iſr2el ſuffer d, and: his 4ſbur did, 

And w# dareaffirme itwas nor hid 

Not from th'.4ſſjrian eu'n'in his owne doome 


Or 
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Or if the goodnefle to his fide he drawes, 
Tis that his {word was berter,not his cauſe, | 
1 could goe on ia prefidents as true, : 
Aftiens berweene the Heathen and the Tew, ; 
Berwecne the Turke and Chriſtian : but whatneed 4 
To ſhew there is nobirth withour a ſeed 7 1 
No ſpeech wihour a tongue? or if there be 6 
More truths of ſuch knowne perſpicugy, | 
How doe they doate then, who would rye the Lord 
To be (o ayding to his childrens ſwardy 5 
As that he ne'rc ſhould vic his owne,nor doc - 
Any one a&,dut what they with him roo ? o 
Arc they fo good ? ot is hislaue fo fond, ? 
As of a courtehfie to make a bond ? 4 
Shall they indent with him? and ſay thus farre , 
Thou mayſt cor:eR,bur if thy 1 are | 
Oflonger dare, they are vniuſt? tor ſhame 


(All ye chatglory in a purer Name,) 
Hence thoſe . ar hence remoue, 


Leſt they deſcrue the plagues they would reproue, 
Is it injuſtice to ſupprefie our pride, 

To bring vnto our eyes what we would hide, 

Eu'n from our ſclues, our cloſe deformitics? 
Or,may nor God,tg ſhew how be dces prize 

His ſeruants labours, rake chem thus appeare, 
As does the Sunge after a cloud, more cleare ? 
His iudgement cerrainly wee'lſay's too quicke, 
VVho'l proue one bad becauſe he ſees him ſicke , 
Thele judgements are diſcales,and beftowd 

At pleaſarcyagd nor where they moſt are owd ; 
Yer dye they are where cuer they are found, 
Since there are none ſo Carholikely ſound, 
Bur in a word,bur in a thought hauc ſirayd, 
Perhaps in thoſe AfMi&ions,when th'aue wayd 
Their decds and ſuffrings.which they thinke to be 


Offavemonacigerties AEvEE Then | , 
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Then courage noble 


, nor feare 


Thoug| you ſhould wantſuccefſc a while to teare 


Your names vp to your anceſtors, (who did 
Thoſe afts which now were berrer to be hid: 


Leſt thavthey ſhould vpbraid vs) doe not feare 


"Thar Spazne is neerer the Almighties Earc 
Then our deuotions: he that could beftow 
A viRory after a ſecond blow 

Vpon the ing [ſraclires,can ſtill 
Create our bertrer et'n our of ill. 
Or if he doe nor, ifhe have decreed 

That our iuſt plague ſhall be their vniuſt deeds 
That 1/rae! (hall be once more oucrcome, 
And Darid flic away from Abſalom : 

Yet ler this glad ys in our _ woe, 
Man may be and yer vnhappy too, 

Now 4 7g rruely kted how although 
No curious eye could guefſe their ouerthrow 
When he had ſeene theirnumbers,yer ar length 
They will rely ypon another ſtrength, 

Orifto numbers they will truſt agen, 

'Tis ro Godsnumerous mercies, not their men. 
He can deliuer (they haue ſeenc) by few, 

And they doe thinke irpoſſible and true 

Thar he can helpe by many roo, they find: 
Without him all their aRtions full of wind, 

Of emptineſſe,and with him rhey nordoubr 
To be as well viftorious as deuour. 


Now Pride hath left them, now they goodnefle yeck, 


Now haue they loſt their vices with the field. 
Such holy lefſons doe misfortunes teach, 


Which make our once bad thoughts brauely to rea 


Ar Heau'n and glory : if you marke it well 
Whilſt yer ir was a num'rous 1ſrael 

It was a proud one too,but when that now 
God lookes vpon them with an angry brow, 
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The Lenites Renenye, 25 
When all their troopes halfe weary and halfe ficke, * * 
Are growne to caher Arithmericke, Parlk 
Th' ace rruly penitent; hence we may ſce ! 
The pow'r, the good pow'r of Adverfitie, 4. 
Ware bad if we are if irpleaſe '2 
Heau'n to indow ys with a hire eaſe, l 
If riches doe increaſe,ynill our ftore | | | 
Meer eur defires, rill we can wiſh no more, | 
If that eur garners ſwell (vntill they feare | 
Ruine from that with which they turniſht were) | 
We bur abuſe theſe benefits; onr Peace 
Brings forth bar faQtons, ifthart ſtrangers ceaſe 
To ge vs the affi onr 7our ſelucs will be 
Both the defendant,and rhe Enemy. 
Our riches are our [nares,which being gin 
To man,ro mike a purchaſe ofthe heau'n, 
We buy ourruine wich them, the abuſe” * 
Is double, in the gerring, and rhe vie, 
So that our fammes vntoſuch heapes are growne 
When Auarice ſucceeds 100, © 
In briefe,our parners ſo well ftuff'd, fo crammi'd, 
Deraine our Corne, as if that it were damn'd 


To cucrlaſtiog priſon, none a es, 
AnJ1 thus we gine dearth rothe I! yeares : : 
Being ro ſuch a proud rebellion growne, 


Famine is notheau'ns mdgement bor onr owne: 
So wrerched are we, fo we — 
In crimes, the whichthehearhen doenbrknow. 
We wrong God for his bleffings, as if rbus 
We then were thankful], if iniurious. ©» wy 
Why ſhould norwercy winne vs? why ſhould we ©, 
Be worle by thar,whence we ſhould berterd de? 4 
Bl were ne're inrended for our bare, 
Why doe we hearken then roche fond charme 
Of ſuch remprations? O how baſe is wan ! 
How fooliſh Irreligion has wanne 
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Vpon his reaſon roo | Doe we nor call 
m onely ſtripes can maſter, beſtiall » 

O whartis manthen ! who ne're heares his Lord, 
Till rhar the famine call him,or the ſword; 

Who (2s he meant to tyre his paticnt Gad) 
Yeelds not vnto his faudurs,but his rod. 

And can we yet inticathim to be kind, 

Toalter his, when wee'l not change our mind? 
If we are heard, we will offend aven, 

And a)l our pray'r does but intreart a Singe, 


1 hus pray'd he Iſraclitcs,bur if th'are heard 


Tfhe that made rhem ſcorn'd, will nake them feard? 


Itis in — agi” 1 - wg 

Hauing forgot their miſery of late 

They will nlloabe : like thaſe good beats 

Who though they know the paincs, the many {marts 

Which fraufulneſle is fruirfull with, fill pus 

Death to themlelues, to make their xfſue Liue; 

And if they ſcape this death,they try againe, 

And boldly venture for a ſecond paine, 

As if rwcre pleaſure,or as if they mcanrt 

Rather to dye,then 10 be continents, 

Thus hane we ſecne a barren,landy ſoyle 

(Made onely for the busbandmans ſad teyle 

And not his profit)when the full heau'n Jens 

His moiſture dowac,cafing himſelfc by ſhowres : 

Drown'd with the drops,to make vs ynderſtand 

A figure ef the Seayponthe Land, 

VVhen onee thoſe drops are ſpent, whea that the 3ky 

Smiles with his new reſtor'd (grenitic, | 

$wifter then thought, before that we can ſay 

This was the placezthe water's gone away, 

Theres a low Ebbe.,againe we {ce the Land 

Changing its moiſture for irs ancient 
Yer he that knowes this their infirmity, 

Atlaſt will pitty it, and from on high, 
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(When now cheir thoughts of warre they will adore 
When theres ne talke > 0917 ors Ars 5 
Hee'l hinder it by viRory: with thar 

(Abour the time chat pirchy night had gar 

The conqueſt ofthe day, of whichbeing prond 

He wropt himlelic within his thickeft clous, 

Thinking perhaps his conqueſt to be voyo, 

If any {aw the trumphs he inzoyd) 

Ynrto our Leuite he a viſion ſends X 

Clad in hex deareſt ſhape,in whom be ends 

All thoughts of Fancy : Whem when he had ene 
(And quickly he had ſpy'd ber) Faweſt Queene 

Of beau'n,be fayes,what is there here on earth 

That covld periwade thee to a ſecond birth, 

Thus io appeare agen? nceds muſt thou know 

{For ignorance belongs to vs below 

Excluded our of heau's) that our fad are 

1s for its goodnes prou'd vafortunare; 

That Bexzamin is conqueror,and that we 

Could nor reucnge,bur onely follow thee * 

Nor was't one loflc,one petty ouctthrow 

Hah dauntcd vs, bur (as it fate would ſhow 

All her choyce madice on vs) we haue try'd 

How many wayes'twas poſſible raue dy'd. 

Beleeuc ir,heauenly one, no cowardiſe 

(Which hererofore being baſe,'s now tearmd wiſe) 
Loſt vs the day,no prouidence,no zcale 
Nor that (which can the maymes of ations heale) - 
Councell,and graue aduice was wanting to vs: = 
Only the heau'ns,which we had thought would wooe yy 
To profecure thy vengeance, andtrom whence 
We look'd for daies,like a good conſcience 
Shining and cleere,with cruelry vnheard 

Giuc vs an onteithrow for a reward; 

That we can onely (ſuch 6ur wrerched fare) 
Deplote the lofſe,which we ſhould vind:cate. 
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Is this your Iuſtice heau'ns? nay Lwould know 
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The Lentes Rettenge; 


If it at leaſt be wiſedome,thus to ſhew, 

Your wrath vpon you followers ? it there be 

Such a deſire inyouro make vs ſec 

What powre you haue,wheretore d'ye not vic 

That powre on thoſe ,who impiouſly abuſe 

Vs and your {clues ? O-rhece are heathen flill, 

People that neither feare, nor know your will, 

Tf you will ruine theſe, or any wilc 

Burlefſen, yaue the fewer Enemies : 

On theſebe powerfull; burif you doubr 

Whether ſuch nations may be {ingled out, 

That finnc harh fled the world, then bere begin, 

For all the Heathen arc in Beniamin. | 
Arc we the oncely fauky? or am 

Pickt out for eminent Iniquuy ? 

All lights on me, twas I chat rays'd theſe warres, 

Twas I that this thicke people like to ſtarres 

Haue lefſend inzo Number; | alone 

Merit both peoples curfes ioyand in one. 
Beniamn does dereſt me, and [ 

Ifraels hatred is more cloſe, nor | 

What ſhall I doe,what courſe is to be eryde 

When ſafe I cannot goe, nor ſafe abide ? 

7 No more (ayes ſhe, nor fooliſhly conclude 

To giie complaints in ſtead of gratitude. 


Wee'are heard my deaie, and he at whoſe-command 
The earth will Iearne to mouc,the heau'n to ſtand 


Faſt as the Center, who brings downe to hell, 
And out of deeper metcies (which ro tell 


Would poſe them thatthey blefſe )biings | acke againe, 


Making the plealure greater by the paine,) 
Hath crown'd our wiſhes, O 1oy Fully eood! 
Not to be had on carth,nor vnderſtoad:- 
Heau'ns high ſuperlatiue, for vato me 
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Keuenge vpon Gods enemies : know my deare 
(And cnowtharthou wuſt doe wharthou hak beare) 
It is the prog game skye 

Is proud of rhe ne>r mornings wery, 

All iſrael ſhould meert,where what (hall fall 

Juſt with wiſhes,or exceed them all, 

I muſt not now diſcouer,yet thus much 

I Care dehuer (my affeQion's ſuch) 

A ruth, that is conteſt as ſoone as heard, 

That he who knew to plague, knowes toreward. 

Our Leuite wakes, bur ſtretching out an rme 

He fecles no body,no, nor no place warme 

To proue ſhe had becn there, hethinkes 'rmay be 
No viſion, bur a birth of Phanrtake : 

An ifſe ot atrcubled braine that fram'd 

Formes to it felte which Nature hath not nam'd, 
Haue I not ſlaine enough he ſayes,bur (hill 

Is it my office and my curic to kill ? 

T was bur a dreame inioyn'd me tobe bad, 

A dreame, a vapour,and am I fo mad 

For nothmg ro bee monſtrous, and commir 

A crime, that men ſhall feare ro dreamne of jt! 

But can 1 diſobey what it hath pleas'd 

Heau'n ro command me? O bow lamceaz'd 

Wirh ſtrange extreames ! nor readily can cell 
Wherher this Revelation ſhould 
Clcs'd in my breſt ? or whether Igoe on 
As counting it a Revelation ? 

There may be guilty filence, if we feare 
In the affaire of beauen ro wound an care 

With threaraing Rheroricke; this will not bee 
Fxcus'd by a pretence of modeſty : 

Rather rwill proue the iudgemenc of juſt heau'n, 
VVe (hall receive the doome we ſhould haue giu't, 
Now all the people know whar he bath heard, 

Now they hauc all Tele ſorwardnefle declar'd 
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4 The Lemtes Rentenre. 
Inſacrifice, when Phineas appeares, 
One thar had lived ynto ſo many yeares, 
He knew nor how to countthern, and that knew 
The Deſert wonders,and could proue them true 
By his owne fipht,;har could the more ingage 
Men to beireue,nor by his rongue,bur age, 
Nay I haue heard fom _ duely way'd 
How lon2 in that high office he bad flay', 
Conceiuc they roay afhrme withour a checke, 
Himofthe order of Melchiſedec, 
And proue (as onely tudeing what they ſee) 
Their Priefthoods, by their Priefts erernity, 
Who hauing enter'd,all the people bow'd : 
(Tor 'twas nor yet as perteR zcale allow'd 
To be irtrencrentro their Prieſt, rhatname 
Which now is prou'd a title but ot ſhame, 
Then was the badg* of glory) he indearey 
Himſelfe,morc by his office,then his yeares 
To thole,who thinke theſe two can ne*ce agree, 
To ſcarne the Prieſt, and ſeruc the Deirie. 
Before the Altzr kis weake knees he beads, 
Which age before,bur now deuorion ſends 
Vnto the ground,where with a voyce ſo low, 
That he could anely heare ir, who could know 
Whar irwould haue before it ſpake,he thus * 
Wiuſper'd a Prayer, 
King of Herwen, of Barth, of Seas, 
And of men exceedin: theſe : 
Tho,th1t when thy people ranze 
From tbe proud Ex yvtian, 
Led't them through a liquid path 
Safe, and ſcarce wet.when thywrath 
Wonderfully made them know, 
Twas a Sea unto the foe. 
Thou that when the beat,the ſand 
Of a barren thirſly land, 
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The Lenites Renenge, 


M adeour tongnes be ſo confin'd 
T 8 047 rooſes,they ſcarce repin'd 
pany iy pat 

d a blaſpbemy. 
th a power full locks 
Mad'ft a Sre withia a Roche, ] 
And gas'ft Macl to hnow 1 
For them drouybt ſhould oner flow. Y 
Thes rt flill the ſame, and we ; 
Stand in the ſame need of this. 
Ton bee, ie 
Toan 
Courage to v5,ben we 3 


loyne 
Our want: to that powre of thing, 
Tes 6ur wants, for we can find | 


W 
. 


nt 

Eu'ry good way | 

Beene ambitiows of i, 
So that when we ave exaft, 
Avd bane all our good deeds racht 
To the bigbeſt rate,th er's nane | 
Dove: appeare before thy thrgne : 


or intreat to be forgiu'n. 
HA pot thew vonctaf'd to dee 
H bat our wiſhes reacht not tes : 
Had|t zet thou voucbſaf 'd to be 
Tutor to our Infancy : 
And befios/ d when we were mite 
Both oxr pray &r and our ſue. 

O che Courreons 


Roſpe&theau'ss beares y ! Scarcely had hee done, 
Scarce linidhe his jnopes'd dewarion, 


b $4 The Lenites Renenye. 
VVhenon the ſudden, ere you could haue ſaid 
The Prieſt = ſacrific'd, ous 
Through all the Campe a light was ſpread, tothis 
ram cry che Sunne hur a darke body's: 
Andin reſpe@ of fo divine a light * 

Our day is honor'd,if he be rea:md night, 

Nor this alone, bur that they rhere mighr ſee 
And feare their God inhis full Maiefty, 

Such oa A 66 thunders fright the Ayre, 
Thar they ſu p want r prayer 
Tobe alar's from chem, ſo they dechra 

They —_— are, that they were heard, 
Downe on the paneiment eucry knee is fixt, 
Some grouecling on their faces, when berwi 
Aſtoniſhmentand hope,whilſt yetrhey donbe 
VVhar all this preface meanes, and whilſt the rour 
Fear'd iudgments which they merited, they heare 
A voyce, for wg + a larger care, 

It was ſo ſweetly : Once more 

Goe wp ( ir ayes) andthough that beretofore 

Y ave bad the worſt. yet thus my (entence ſtands 

lle now deliver them into ir beads | 
Haue you beheld how condemin'd to dy, 
VVhen they were fitted for Eternity, 

VVhen life they did deſpiſe, and all below, 
Receiu'd a pardon,when they fear'd the blow 


That ſhould ynman rhem, baue you ſeene them then 


Almoſt forgerring diag they were but men; 
How ro exprefſe their mind they want a word, 
Toy hauing done the office of the ſword, 


And made therſpeechlefſe ? then you may in part 


Conceiue the wonder of their ioy; which Arr 
Conteſleth it excecds her power to ſhow | 
Ar full, which onely they that have can know. 


Thus braue Corunus, then whom fame nere knew 


Any tharto an higher yertue grew, 


VVhen 
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The Lenites Rewenge, 64 
When once it pleas'd Fortune to leaue her ſrowne, * 
Made an exchange of Ferrers for a Crowne, ; 
Thus, not to ſceke a forreine prefidenc, ﬀ 
Our Hezry,whom the Heau'ns courteouſly ſene s 
To {ct a period ro our Cul broyles, © ” 
To ioyne both Roſes: after many foyles | 
Recciu'd and conquer'd, after be had ſcene | 
Himſcltc an Exile, who a Prince had beene, * 
When baniſhmenr was enuy'd him, when noughs 
Would pleaſe his Enemy, vnlefſe he bought | 
His death of him that harbour'd him; cu'n then, F 
To foole the proiets of the cunningſt men, | 
This wither'd root begins afreſh to ſpring, | | | 
And from a baniſht coarſe reuiues a King, | 
Thus (not to ſecke our a ſtale preſident, | 
Menrioning niercies after they arc ipent | 
And loſt in ſtory)£ n;lands preſent loy | | 
(Whom Fare can onely threaten,nor annoy,) 'F 
How hath he try'd variery of griete! 8 
How becne in dangers,as in Rule our Chicte, | 
Thar when there is aſpecch of luffering, | 
He is no lefle our Patterne, then our King. l : 
The Seas ſpoke loud, yer if we rightly poyſe, | 
There was more danger,where there was lefſe noyſe; 
Yer was he freed from both, when in mans eye, 
Succeſle bad ſcemi'd ro ſmile on Treachery. 

Theſe are your wonders, Heau'n,:nd not ſo much 
Fauours (alchough the Fauour root e ſuch, 
That it does poſe our gratitude,andſo = 
Onely proclaimes that we are made to owe, 
Our pouerry of merit) to be ſhort, 
Th'are not ſo much your Fauours,as your Sport. 
You in an inſtant rayſe, whom we would iweare 
Nayl'd to the Earth;him thar had left ro feare | 
Morethen he ſuffer'd,that had beene ſo long | 


Acgninetd wich Whoa face ore of WY 
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6s The Lenites Renenge . 
Of miſaduentures, that hee does not know 
Whar it is to be free from them,and ſo 

This courteous intermiſhon he expounds _ 
Rather a Change then Cure of his neer wounds: 
You in an vathought Minure can deprefſe, 
Whom we belczue in league with Happincſls. 
And as vponthe Stage we oft haue ſcene 

Him a& a Beggar,who a King hath breae : 

For no defaulr, bur that the Poers art | 
Thought at that time he beſt would firthat part? 
So in ourſerious Theaters,when you pleaſe 
Kings are as varying perſons as ate theſe, 
Oaely in this th:ir diſaduantage lyes, 

That they may fall, tut cannot hope to riſe. 


They,whom the bands that make a kingdome ſtrong, 


Succeſſion to the Crowne both right and long 
From worthy Anceſtors, obedience 

Ar home, and laſtly ſure intelligence 

Abroad hath fortifyed,thoſe that ſuppos'd 
True ioy to be wholly in them inclos'd: 

If you bur pleaſe to frowne, in one ſhort day 
(Whenrhey not thinke their Enemies on their way) 
Are corquer'd by them, and ar laſt reraine 
This comfort onely to allay their painc, 

That their misforrunes (ifrhe heauensdecree) 
May be the portion of their Enemy, 

Why then doe trifling miſcries ſo grate 
Our minds,and make vs more vnforcrunate 
Then heau'n intended ? if out of a ſurame 
Of mony (not ſo rich as troubleſome 
By the large roome ix occupies,) ſome one 
Willing toteach vs moderation, 

Nidble a little, how we fret / we rauc ! 
Hoy for our treaſure wee diſtraRion hauc ! 
Asif we did belecue (co ſay no more) 


Heau'n onely had the powre to makevs poo:e, 


bk 


The Lenites Renenge. 
Bur Iſrael thought nor thus, bur does prepare 
All chings that for the ARionnecdfull are; 
He thinkesnow double diligence is dues, 
That he may be viRorious,and God true, 
On the Eaſtſide of Gzbezh rhere ſtood 
An oucrgrowne and vnfrequented wood, 
The rrees ſo thickly plac'd,that you would gueſſe, 
{Had you beheld that horrid wildernefſe? 
How darceneſſe allthz Maſtery had wonne, 
Twas made for the diſctedir of the Sunne; 
Neuer did any raye pierce through thoſe leaues, 
Anditat any time it light receiues 
Tis onely when the heauens doe miſſe their ſtroke, 
And paſſing wicked men,murder an Oke, 
So that the brighrneſſe thar adornes the ſatne 
Serues not ſo much to'inlighren, as inflame, 
[| Hereneuer did thenimble airy tread, 
Nor cuer any ofthe Wood-nymphes bred 
Within this groue, but it was ſingled our 
For Plato's regiment, for that bad rour 
Of Hell-borne furies,there you might haue ſecnie 
Aleflo ftrerch'd ather full length betweene 
Twofatall Yughs, where while her reſt ſhe rakes, 
She giucs an intermifſion to waj—arr 
Who in a thouſand curles there hiſſing 
And ſhe ſleepes ſweeter by their harmony. 
Here had the Canaanirte in former times 
(Whileſt that Religion did conſilt in crimes,) 
Offer'd his ſonnes1n facrifice,as though 
He meant to pay backe hean'n all he did owe 
Or didconcciue,{chat which he ſhould defpaire) 
To be without ſione, when withouran heire, 
This horrid place tilt now had empric ſtoody 
But now the I ſraclites conclude it good 
To plant an ambuſh there; for they plot 
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That when the skirmiſh ſhall be growing hor, 
y | F 3 They 
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6s The Lenites Renenge 
They will draw backe,ze make the Bexiamite 
Concciue thar ſtratagem to be a flight, 


And leaue the rowne for the purlurt;when ftcaight 


Vpon a ſigne giu'n,rhey that lic in waite 
Shall ceize: ypon the City,and (o force 
Their Enemy to ſuch a deſp'rate curſe, 
Thar being putrſu'd by hol: he pur to flight, 
He ſhall not know,whether ro flic or fight. 
Hearken ye filly ones that doc luppoſe 


You ought not to beare Armes againſt your foes : 


Who hauing caſt off ordinary ſenſc, 
Afficme that they doe warre with Prouidence, 
Who prouidently warre,that they diſtruſt 
The powre,or care of heau'n,who will be iuſt 
To their owne cauſe, which you will noyſe to be 
A ſpice of wiſer Infidebry. 
To theſe I necd noother anſwer find; 
Shall we be fooliſh becauſe heau'n is kind ? 
And when your induſtry might doc as well, 
Will ye inforce Godto a Miracle ? 
It is a truth i grant,which you prerend 
That God hath deſtin'd all chings to their end, 
Which ſtands immoucables nor is't in Fate 
To alter what he will przordinate: 
Yerncuer any did ſotarre procced 
In tolly,to affirme chat he decreed 
Onely the end,that 'twas.in Gods intents, 
Whileſt we did flecpe,ep bleſſe vs with cuents 
We dreame ro oh ; Such Rn m_ find 
ny excule (ynlefſe.chey were defign' 
Incuitably to'r:; = would chm 


(lf they ſuppole ir poſſible to ſhew 


Their mindintheſe affaires, or if they bee 
_ 10 nas: from an - pany rd Deaee) \ 

y tney doc care? and why they doe not. hence 
Concludc rebelli | 


againſt Prouidence ? 
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The Lenites Rinenge, 6g 


Why they doe cloarh themaſelues? and whiy deſire 
\W' en cold .pprefcth them o chooſe a fire? 
Hauc you forget that tor his holy ones, 

God -an at cale produce e'ne out of ſtones 

As ſolid ſultenance? oris it loſt- 

In your traile memory, that when iſrael crofh 
The Deicrt out of Egypt, forty yeares 


Nor T ay lors they wwploy'd,nor Shoomakers? P 


Truſtmeat you your {clues thanke your {clues true, 
Your care does vilify Gods care of you ; 
And cuery dith thatto your board is brought 
Vpbr aides him to his face, asit-you foughe 
To mend his purpolc; and by this odd teat , 
Yau doe blaſpheme as often as you «ate. 

The If. aclites are wiler tarre, although 
They haue that vnknowne happi know 
Ther vitory C—_ # 
Any fey wr ance 7 105". on | 
Makes that atruth which he reſ6lues ypon,) 
Although they will allow his A&fotehiefe, 
Yer they will doe their part toa; tobe briefe, 
Eucry ſouldier eo himſclſe ſayes thus; 
ENS 

Theni in 
Had Finke pride of Cyntbiab's cleereſt horne 


And vnto which more feare was ts be giu'n, | 
Who fill the Earth with Menbemy wkbdloys Heau'n,” 
Beniamin takestiv alarme, andtianing 
Onc in whole ſakfulneſſerkeyight repoſe 
3 


bur when the worne 
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The Lewes Renenye, 
A wary confidence, they quit the wall 
And to the wider Geldiffue our all, 

_ Leſtif rhey ſtay'd within,and did oppoſe 

" Rumpiers and ditches onely to their toes, 


They might hauec bragg'd. (a$it that they had won) 
Making a priſon of therr garriſon. 


Now both the Hoaſts themſclues ſo neere doe find, 


Thar it would aske more labour r'haue declin'd 
=_- feld, ther ro haue wonne it, yecthey ſtay 
ng that innocenceis in delay, 

Weber: are flowly guilty: now ipeares flye 

Shiuer'd in thouſand firrers torhe skye; 

And whether ir reuenge or fortune were, 

Euery peece becomes a Murtherer, 

And from their bodies frees a many ſoulc, 

Doing that broken,whichghey could nor whole, 
Conld X:rxes here haue fate vpon an hill, 

To ſcerh:fe warriors, hee would nor till 

Fondly Iawent, nor lauiſh one areare 

Becauſ: they could nor line an huadred yeere, 

Bur mck into iuſt paſhon away, 

Becauſe they could nor lice our all char day. 

Now might you haue/beheld the fiery borfe 

Proud of his owne; and of his Maſters force, 

Robb of his Maſter; whom you now mighr [ce 

Running, as if wwere after Liberty, 

Oryou' q: conceiue,ndyor'bur feene the race 

That'rwas no more abartle,but a chaſc. | 

No ſtroke talls idle,nay they are ſoncere ; 

They need not ſtrike at all : -death is cans d here 

By their bad nei d, the whole and ſound 

You might haue ſeenc here dead without a wonnd. 

To ſauce rhe guilt and labour of the ſword, 

Rodies to their owne ends afford. 

Now ain bur che duſtis to be ſcene 

Which lice ſo many Emblemes flyes betweene 
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The mingled armics,which in filence ſayes, 
They are no berrer then the mores they raiſe, 
Then theſc poore Atomes : but they thinke to ſhrowde 
Their aQts from ſight ot heau'n vnder that cloud, 
And therefore did their yrmoſt : yer as though 
Theſe hands were fluggliſh,or this futy ſlow, 
The rrumpers chid them to a Juſticr guilr 
Andthe lowd drummes proclaim'd, you have not ſpilr 
Elood enough yer: O what were they that found 
Our kicſt che vie and malice of that ſound ? 
Which makes vs kill with greedineſſe, and when 
Tis the Corrupted Nature of moſt men 
Hardly to yeeld ynto the deſtitute, 
Theſe will not ſuffer vs to heare their ſuite. 
This drownes the groancs;but now both armies reele, 
Now this giues backe ſome now that doth feele 
Thaxt ir is preſt too hardly. the ſcas 
When euer it the angry winds does pleaſe 
To exerciſe their fury, doe not know 
What courſe to take, nor whither they ſhould flow 2 
This wauc _— thar,and then another blaſt Ms. 
Makes thax the congueror, which was conquerd 
Ar length theIſraclites giue backe indeed, 
And though in order, yer with ſuch a ſpeed, 
Beniamin calls it Flight, all's owrs they cry, 
If we can runne we the vitory : 
Wirh that what cuer men the towne affords, 
Skilfull co vſe their fingers or their ſwords, 
For ſpoyle or for purſuite,ifſuc our thence 
With ſuch a noyſe,they giue intelligence 
' That they hauc left ir emptie ; O the vaine 
Attemprs of fooliſh manl O deſeru'd paine ! 
Th'are made the ſpoile,thar they intend to make, 
So wiſely caniuſt beau'ns their [4 ny rake 
On bad ſo all our heatc a 3th 
ur 


And make our Ruine greatex then © 
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1 The Lenites Rewenge. 
Tr neuer entred into their proud thought, 
They ſhould recciue the dammage which they ſought 
To giue vnto their brechren 3 who hauing lefr 
Their woody couerc,and the triendly clefr, 
VVhich eatertain'd them, by a quicke ſurprize, 
Take the ynguarded towne ; O whocan prize 
Thoſe 1>fſes rothe full ? or who rehearſe 
Thoſe miſaduentures in an equall verſe ? 
They ſpare no age, but (cruel!) rake away 
From tie ol4 men, the ſolitary day 
They could expeRto live : now Infants dye, 
Eu'n thoſe,who yet within rheir mothers lye, 
Finding a Night beforerhey ſee the Morne, 
Being buri'd thus, before that they were borne, 
For whom their murrherers no crime could choſe, 
Bur that they were,and had alife ro looſe, 
Nor does the weaker ſex eſcape the rage 
Of theſe intruders, and as cuery Age, 
So euery Perſon ſuffers, onely here 
May be the difterencc, (if that any were) 
Either rhey're killd our-righr,or which is worſe, 
They thinke their life ro be che greater curſe. 
« Here mothers ſee their daughrers whom they bred 
As Vorarics vnto their Maidenhcad, 
Vr-virgin'din their where having loſt 
That peerelefſe +0 they valewd moſ?, 
They doe receine to vindicate their name 
A death from them, from whom they had their ſhame 
Auarice followes Luſt,now they have letfure 
To ranlacke all rhoſe Mineralls of treaſure 
Long peace and thrift had hoarded vp,atlafRt 
Aschildren when their Apperie is paſt 
Spoyk whar they cannot cate,and badly kind 
* Pampertheir dogs with that they leaus behind: - © 
So rheſe,as ſurfeiring with ſuch a ſtore, 
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The Levites Revenre, 


VVhar is not ready ſpoyle,piue to the fire, 

V\hole conqu'ring wnothe heau'ns 2fpire, 

As boaſting of rheirſeruice? —_— the towne, 

Swittcrthen any thing that has renowne 

For ipeedinefle, they runne, one houre does ſpoile * 

(Vnlucky houre) what was an Ages toyle 

Now cracke the houſes,now the Femples fry, 

Now the poore Cltizens reſoln'd rodye, 

Doubt of whardemh 2 and know nor whichro try, 

The tire, the downefalls,or the Enemy . 

Had this misfortune hapned in the Night 

(Though Narure had oppos'd) uch atull lighr 

Had made a day, and (o againe had wonne 

A Conqueſt of the rowne,and of the Sunne. 
Neuer did Sailor with fuch joy behold 

Caftor and Pollux when vs ſhip was roll'd 

Vpan the angry Ocean, (whoſe prond waves 

Made the moſt haughty minds freeze mto {laues 

VVith a baſc teare,) us Iſrael does view 

Thole flames, which he does fearenorro be true, 

They are fo grear, and yer he hopesto fre 

Theſe flames tro light him ro a victory. 

Now allthe face of things is chang'd anew, 


Naw thoſe whuch carſt ſeem'd — — 


The Tiraclices confirming by their 

Thar they cold cauſe as well as 2& a Flight, 
Benuamin growes amaz'd, and doesnot know 

VVhat he hould doe;nor on what grounds to gor, 

VVhich provably ſeem (afe: if he ſhouldfiye 


He runnes away vnto the 


Enemy : 
And ſhall he fight ? alas ! ' bur he will nd 
behind, 


It is 

ww yerhe ſhifts ground, 
And figures out hisbartle m a round. 

And ſince he hath no hope ro {cape away, 


Her'lnobly ſcll; nergiue away the day, 


T! Cy 
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gs The Levites Revenge. 


They neuer fought till nowgall che whole day 
Before, was onely ſomewhat hercer Play, 

Murder in icft, but now they are lo fierce 

As if they would infor cetheir lords to pierce 
Beyond the body; this a while, at length 

Deſpaire does yeeld the vitory to —_ ; 

Fortune (that the world ana cforth might find 

Thar they had iniur'd her who call'd her blind) 
Crowes the beſt ſidey and prouidently tryes 

Ar once to proue their Conqueſt,and her Eyes, 

The Parellcil is cafe; was't not thus, 

When Heau'n was pleas'dto be as kind to vs ? 
We ielr the prickl:s firſt,bur then our Nole 

Suckr in the lwe'» er verrue of tc Roſe, 

We had ſucceſle, as ir were choſe, and pickt, 

And what we feard to ſuffer did inflict, 

When Brett and 8urrowes (that | ſpeake their due) 
Reuiu'd to France,Talbo: and Montagxe, 

(O too like Montague, thatloſt rhy breath, 

By the ſame fatall Engine of quicke death. ) 
; When the chayce yalour of each rancks, and iyle 
Made vp a double Sea within the Ile 

Ofblood and teares, O giue vs thankes,kind heau'n, 
And adde a verrue to our Faitune giv'n, 

That we may all acknowledge his dolce, 

Who nobly gain'd a conqueſt of the heart 

Of rhem, whoſe bodies he had conquer'd fiſt, 
To whom herhendiſcoucr'd, what he durſt, 

And after what his Nature was, when he 


Ja the ſad field had ſpent his Cruclty, s 


For when they offer'd to redeeme their dead, 
Summes which another would haue vanquiſhed, 
He freely yeclds ynro the ſurors breath, 

And gjucs the Grauczas cafily as the Death. 
Whilſt they doc giue—O how I bluſh rotell, 

A poiſon'd knife, a poiſon that will dwcll 


And 


The I enites Revenge, 

And care into their fame till earth be pone, 

Till poyſon haue no more toworke vpon, 

Teach ys our right ro him, bur thento 

Whar ſhall wegiue ? yaa lat; 

Then,O kind Hearn, for this lerme be pleader, 

May we ſtill fing your pray'e, who led our Leader, 
And now I haſt vymto my ſonzs concluſion, 

Ifraels conqueſt, Ben: 1mins 

Ot all that valiant number which but now 

Made treble numbers to their valor bow : 

Onely fixe hundred {cape away, fo few, 

They weze ſcarce able ro commir a new 

The Crume fer which they fuffer'd; hadnor Night 

Became their ympire and forbad the Fight, 

Tholc few had periſh roo, then ar the 

Ler furur Ages learne of Ages paſt 

How vice rewards her feruants! Lerthem be 

Afraid at )eaſtwiſe of the miſery, 

Who ſlightthe fine : why ſhould a beaurcous face 

Make my ſoule toule? andanexternall grace 

Bereaue me of my inward ? Odefſpaire | 

S'all I be bad becauſc another's faire ? 

Hence that poore folly, rather ler vs winne 

A conqueſt by the lofſe of Beniamim. 

To know that thoſe bely'd,and ſtolne delights 

Are nox of ſo long laſting asthe Nights, 

In which we did inioy them,bow the Day 

Takes both their darknefſc, and our ſweers away 3 

. To ynderſtand that tardy heau'n is iuſt, 

That Ruinc is the conſequent of Lutt, 


edn OF cher, com mem Fords 

To preſence, O e: 
af a in the light rhat none comes neere 
Canſt not be of vs, becauſe roo cleere ; 

To whom created beauttes if compar'd, 
Eu'n ſuch as hauc the wiſeſt eyes cninar'd, 
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» Are nothing bur Deformiry ar beſt, 

Durt ſomewhar better colourd then the reſt) 
Inſtrut my youth, O reach that 1 may know, 
Whar milctuetes Jurke vnder a ſeemely ſhow; 
Whar a {weer danger woman is: O thou 

To whom the knees that doe not loue, doe bow, 
Whom all obey,cu'n ſuch as haue no ſenſe, . 

Who doe not know their owne obedience; 

Whom all obey, eu'n ſuch as doc goe on 
In a perperuall Rebellion, 

The Spirits accurſt: Grant me, thar chaſtly wiſc 

I enter into Coucnant with mine cyes, 

Neuer to looke on Woman, not ro lee 

Whar would perſwade my (oule to forſake thee, 
To make a God of fleſhes- Bur if that I 

Forc'd by Temotation,or Neceſliy, ; 

Muſt ſee wy Ruine, yerthus much, O thou 
Whom wy ſoule loves,and would more, knew ſhe howg 
(For his deare ſake and worth, in whom was found 
Onely a place, no reaſon _=_ wound) x 
JfI muſt Gag the fight, yer I require 

I may at leaſtwiſe not w__ the deſire, 

IfI moſt ſee, let it be ro deſpiſe 

- So ſhallmy heartbe chat, if not mine eyes, 


FINIS. 
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. And yer the ruth of this, this truch denyes, 


— 


A Thankſgiuing for a recouery 
| from a burying Feauer, 
] Burne againe, methinkes an holy tre 

Kindles my dull deuotion,and farre higher 

Raiſech my ſpirit, then my hotdilcaſe 
Inflam'd my blood : how with a {acredcaſec 
Feele | rhele flames thro:igh my glad ſoule ro ruth! 
Like cthoſe,which made a Chappell of the buſh 
VVhen God did ruror Moſes ; would 'twere found 
That this place roo were ſuch an holy ground ; 
Then ſhould I boldly vent my Gratitude, 


. And being Godly, not be counted Rude. 


The Night approacht,when by my paines I might 
SulpeR ut would haue been my laſting Night: 
I  d a griete beyond a Cowards fearcs, 
And ſuch a griete, it robb'd me of my teares . 
I was all Fuc, the greedy tlement 
Lefr no on* part valing'd, as it it cacant 
To crofſe the vulgar notions of our birth, 
And proue that man was not compos'd of Earth; 
That he was made of Flames,thart paſt alldoubr 
To dye was nothing,but to be pur out, 


Man is not made of that by which he dyes, 
And had Idy'd thus,they had beene vniuſt 
V Vho had pronounc'd,we give dult vato duſt. 
Aſhcs they well might rca:me me, and lo turne 
My C hriſtian burial! ro a Pagan vine. 
VVithour a tedious pilgrimage to Rome, 
(1f that the rorment make the Martyrdome) | 
I might be Canoniz'd, and ſeoner farre | 
Then ſome whole names in the gulld Calender 
Burne in red letters,of whom none can tell 
VVherher they.onely fclr a Fire Hell. 
O heat ! Odrought | O am Iquenchtas yet 


Or is nor this Remembrance a new i ! wit | 


» 
= 
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Yet in my fierce fic howoft 1 


With my hot Encmy) how durſt liberall men 
Gue vs a freedome of our wills, that when 
Euer we liſt we may be good,and fo 

Oc toour {clues as well the Cure as Blow ? 
Who gau: vs this ſtrange pewer,can any tell, 
Notrto be Bad, and yet not to be Well? | 
Can we command cur finnes lo eafily, 

And faint at a poore Feauer ? tell me why 
You will coaſznrtodye? and wherefore (ill 
You plead not then alberty of will? 

My Godcry'd 1, though I muſt needs confcſle 
Vn:o my ſhame,that all my paines arc lefſe 
Then my demerits,yet 1 grant as free 
That th: y exceeJall poflibility 
Of mine owne cure,and yet I ſooner can 
(Spine of Diſeatc) rurne my Phyſitian 
i h:n my Redeemecythou alone canſt doe 
{\ powerfnll cure on foule and body roo, 

With that { ſek recovery : my flame 
Was kindly leflen'dto a lower name, 

To moderate heat... Sleepe did wy ſeoſes charmie, 
And Itl.at burnt before, was now but warme, . 
Health ani Devotion ceize on me,my fire 

Had leſt my bones to live in my Deſire, 
AndIwas ficke of thankfulneſſc : then now 
Teach me O Lord not why to prayſe,but how : 
Bow my tiffe knees,that they may beg a powr'e 
Ot full rnankſgiuing ro my Sautour, 

© ome praite torlefſe: In'c read of lonab's arke 
(Which wzs of !n-er caiiape then his Barke) 
TiWinhabirable Fiſh;,and yer we ſee 

That he giues thankes for his Deliuery,) 

From his Preſeruer, and ſhall rerchleiſe I 
Dchuer'd from anceter death, now dye 
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{Whilſt yet there wasſome moiſture left,which foughe 


* Tn the Remembrance ? krſt, O Lordrerurne 
My tutor-rormeni,let me againe burne, 

And now great God,l] doc intreat, and change 
My prayle into a pray'r, (for is nor ſtrange 
That benefits ſhou'd make a ſupphant, 

Simce courtehies caule pray'r as well as want) 
Twas thy great mercy made my body whole, 
O let me find thatrercy to my ſoule, 

Then ſhall 1boldly haften ro the graue, 

And wanting Lite, not wait what | would bavie. 


pon our vain? ſl:ttery of erty ſelyes, that the ſucceeding 
tures will be better then the former. 
Hz Ow we daily out our dayes | 
How we ſeeke a thouſand wayes 

To hnd Death ! the whichitnone 
Vc ſoughrout, would ſhew vs ones 
Why then doe we inture Fare, 
When we will impure the date 
And expiring of our time, 
1obc hers,which is our Crume ? 
Wiſh we not our End ? and worſe, 
Mak't a Pray'r which is a Curſe 7 
Does therenor in cach breaſt lyc 
Both our ſoule and Enemy ? 

Neuer was there Morning yet 
(Sweer as is the Violet) 
Which mans folly did not ſoone 
With to be expir'dim Noone, 
As though ſuch an haſt did tend 
To our bliffſe, and nor our End. 
Nay the yong enes in the neſt 
Sucke this folly from the breaft, 
And naſtamm'ring ape but can 
Spoylc a prayer to be a Man- 

Bur ſuppoſe that he is beard, 

By the ſprouting of his beard, 
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And he hath whar he doth ſeek 
The ſoft cloathing of th 
Yet wonld he ſtay here? orbee”, 
Fixrinchis Matority 2 a4 yy 015 THESY 
Sooner ſhall the wandring ſtarrg. ®* * 
Learne whikt reſt andquier at& © 
Sooner ſhall the ſkppery Rill, 
Leauc his motion and ſtand Rill 
Be it loy; or be it Sorrow, 
We refecre all ro the Morrow: 
Ln we thinke willeale our paine, 
we. doc ſuppoſe apaine 
Will incredfe or Joy,and fo * 
Euents,the which we cannot know 
We magnife, and re (in furme) 
Enamor'd ofthe tune rocome. 
Well,che nexr day cores,and then, 
Another next;and fo toren, 
To rwenry-we arriue,and find 
No more betore-vs then bebind” | 
Of lolidioy, andyer 
Toour wit | 
Tillche baldnefſc of the Crowne, 
Till that all the face doe frowne, 
Till the Forchead often hauc 
The remembrance ofa Graue; 
Till re eyes looke in, to find 
It rharthey cance themind. 
* Till the ſharpneſle of the Noſe, \ 
Til] that wehane liu'd rb pay 
Sharper eyes who cannot know 
Wherher we are men orno. 
Till the tallow of the Chetke * '* 
Till we know not what we ſecke, | 
And atlaſtoffife bereau'dy'* i VO TO 
Dye mhaypy,and deceit, ENTD 274 
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